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JOHN OF GAUNT, 



» -. »»»-~ — 



DUKE OF LANCASTER. 



VISIT XIII . 

fT^ H E duke was early on the 
•*• cnfuing day. No fooner, 
iaid he, had the firft ufher con- 
eluded, than the flbcond began his 
hiftory in the following words i 
Vol • II, B- The 
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The humiliations, brother, and 
the mifcries which I have expe- 
rienced are in no wife inferior to 
your own. I was born in an ob- 
fcure village in the North of Eng- 
land, of parents who maintained 
themfelves by agriculture. My 
father would fain have had me fol- 
low the fame profeffion ; but my 
grandfather, whofe wife had been 
the daughter of a Welfli vicar, w^s 
defirous of beholding me in the 
pulpit, and being a pofitive old 
man, over-ruled my reluctant fa- 

mily* It was determined, there- 
fore. 
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fore, that, as foon as I had laid in 
fufficient Latin, I fliould apply to 
be admitted a Servitor at the uni- 
verfity of Oxford. 



At length the time arrived when 
I quitted my native fields for a ve- 
nerable dormitory in the college of 
St. John. In this lovsrly condition 
of life, I employed myfelf diligently 
in acquiring the countenance and 
affiftance of my fuperiors, amongft 
whom one Doftor Abfalom had 
moft companion on me. This 
was a Senior Fellow, of a little 

B 2 round 
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round fat body, and of the deepeft 
erudition. He poiTefled withal a 
fort of ferocious good-nature, iffo 
I may denomi^late it ; he would do 
one a friendly adtion very readily,^ 
but with a roughnefs.ajid incle- 
mency of air and language that 
were truly mortifying to the objedt 
of his benignity. H.e was pleafed 
to harbour a good opinion of me, ' 
which I repaid and improved by 
emptying his fpitting-pot, waxing 
his boots, dulling his library, and 
fuch like dutiful behaviour. At 
times too, in a cafe of need, I even 

harnefled 
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harneffed his palfrey. I muft def- 
cant, for a moment, on this extra- 
ordinary beaft.. Dod:or Abfalom 
was the moft regular pf mortals : 
he went out every day to take tha 
air, . exadtiy at the hour of noon# 
His palfrey, which grazed in a little 
field adjoining to the chambers of 
its lord, ufed to come up to the 
back door, when the great clock 
ftruck twelve, as if praying to be 
faddled and bridled : infomuch 
that in all the colleges, and even in 
the town of Oxford, it became 
proverbial to fay, as punBual as 

B 3 DoBor 
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DoBor Abfalom's palfrey. At half 
after one they returned, invariably 
obferving the fame exad:itude. 
Neighbours, it is pail one, would 
they cry in the adjacent villages^ 
for there goes Doftor Abfalom. 



To his kindnefs was I indebted 
for fundry tuitions of youthful and 
raw fludents, heirs -apparent of 
wealthy families, who, incapable 
of crawling through their fludies 
without help, and of appearing 
with credit at the ledures of the 
public tutor, often purchafed the 

private 
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private aid of fome pains-taking 
Servitor (though God knows I 
was but ill flored with eruditioa 
myfelf) to prop them, like a 
crutch, in the avenues to fcience, 
and to moiften, with preparatory 
fhowers of inftruftion, the native 
hardnefs of the brain , ere the lec- 
turer could cultivate it. 



But alas! brother ufher, ^(and 
to your faithful bofbm I avow it) 
this office was not always dif- 
charged with due integrity. In- 
ftead of copious fhower^, my pu- 

B 4 pils 
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pils had but tranfitory mizzlings 
for their money. I deemed it 
more my interefl to flatter their 

4 

love of idlenefs, than to obtrude 
Greek and Latin upon perfons of 
their quality, many of whom had 
rights of advowfon with their ef- 
tates, and might chance, if I be- 
haved agreeably, to prefent me one 
day to a vacant benefice. TuUy, 

• • • -■ 

therefore, and Demo fthenes were ^ 

frequently rejefted for a game at 

back-gamrtion : we difcourfed more 

of horfes and harlots, than of A- 

quinas arid Duns Scotus, and drank 

fewer 
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fewer draughts from the fountain 
of Helicon, than from the flaggon 
of Canary, ^ I now and then coii- 
duded tliem to a houfe 6{ ill re- 
pute, and introduced themr to plei- 
fant damfels who plied 'without the 
city. But ere Idhg the parertts and 
kinfnaen of fome of them began to 
make remarks on their flow pro- 
grefs in literature, -a«d to complain 

that the youths had cofiiraflied ;; a 

► . .. , 

broad accent; and- a mearinfefs of ' 

manners, which fonie werte fbun- 

_ * 

charitable asto attribute to me. 
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- At length fate, or the devil, 
would have it that I fhould defire 
to become an uftier* I grew weary 
of a college life, and was impatient 
to fcour off its ruft, and to refine 
my manners, in the manfion of 
fome noble family. Accordingly, 
one morning I bruflied my gar- 
ments very clean, and put on my 
beft flioes and ftockings ; then re- 
paired to Dodxjr Abialom, to ac- 
<juaint him with my wifh, and 
befeech him to recommend me to 
fome illuftrious houfe, as an eligible 
perfon to be ufher. Brother, I 

fhall 
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fliall never forget the interview on 
that occafion. I have already de- " 
fcribed to you the charaftcr of 
Dodor Abialom. He had a cuf- 
tom of lathering his head, and was 
performing the operation when. I 
entered his apartment. At fuch 
times he looked doubly uncouth, 
the white fuds overwhelming his 
crown, and gliding here and there 
down his vifage. Scarce had I 
unfolded my petition, when he ex- 
claimed, with a voice more fimiUr 
to the bellowing of a bull, than 
to the accents of a human being, 
BlelTed 



■^ 
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Blefled Dominick ! what is this I 

hear ? — Jenkins an ulher !— Why, 

creature, what demon of darknefs 

hath poiTefled thee, that thou 

fhouldft dream of an occupation 

fbr which thou art no more fitted, 

(fo help me Heaven) than thou 

art to be made Lord Chamberlain 

to the Pope? — Eh !~[Here the 

Do(flor rubbed his head, then 

paufed, then rubbed afrefli, eying 

me ever and anon mpft fternly] 

Why, creature, thou canft not 

even pull off thy cap, or take a 

fpoonful of gravy with common 

propriety. 
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propriety, and yet thou propofeft: 
to teach nice brce'ding in the caiUes 
of the magnificent. — Eh ! — Mer- 
ciful Mother of God !~Why, 
Jenkins, thou art fuch a mean- 
looking hound too, that no daugh- 
ter of a baron will vouchfafe to be 
redlified by thee. Holy Peter !— - 
•Eh!— That fhambling gait of 
thine, and that infernal Northern 
dialedt, would offend and alarm a 
very Saracen : it is as if Nature had 
fworn that thou fhouldft be no 
ufher. Go, man, feek a curacy 
in fome defolate diftrid : go, fnuffle 
' ^ the 
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the word of God to the ruftic and 
illiterate parlfh where thou firfl 
iaweft the light,— -Eh !—Befides, 
Jenkins, thou haft a fweaty face^ 
and crooked legs, two thipgs that 
young women abhor. Oh ! fie, 
oh ! fie, oh ! fie. 



Thus fpake the Dodor Abfalom. 
Grieved and ihocked as I was at 
this reception, I coUedled fiifficiqnt 
courage to reply, That although I 
was confcious of very many defedts, 
finner as I was, yet I hoped with 
a blefSng to compenfate for them 

all, 
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all, by what I confidered to be the 
eflential thing in ufherfliip, to wit, 
an incorruptible rigour and folem- 
nity. Rigour and foleainity ! quoth 
the Dodtor, pifh ! My patience 
was exhaufted by this h,{k pijh ! 
I burft into tears, and bewaiftld 
my fad condition • He was touched, 
I believe, with my forrow, and re- 
pented him a little of the unmerci- 
ful and mortifying expreflions he 
had mad^ uie of. Having rumi- 
Bated for Tome moments, he wiped 
his head, faying. Well, if you 
are abfolutely bent upon the thing, 

I will 
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I will do what I am able. The 
* lady dowager de la Zouch, a dif- 
fered fclid:, hath occafion for a 
Steady uilier, to condudt her only 
daughter, the lady Ifabella, A 

word from me will be your jpafT- 

s^ • - 

port irito her family: you m^y 

look upon yourfelf as already fet- 
tled tfiere. 



At this unexpcded turn of for- 
" tune, my tears were arretted in their 
courfe, my face brightened. I will 
ride to the caftle this day, conti- 
nued the doiSor, to-morrow, at 
' " furtheft. 
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furtheft, you fhall hear from me» 
This threw me into' a tranlport of 
joy. In the fervour of my zeal 
and gratitude, I feized his boots, 
and waxed them with uncommon 
fury ; difarranged his volumes with 

ftrehuoufly dufting them ; held the 
ipitting-pot (5ut of the window, 
though it needed not to be cmp- 
• tied, ^' and, in my hurry down 
the flairs, to put the faddle on the 
palfrey, made a hideous rent in 
my raiment, by a nail that was in 
the banifter. This caft a tranfient 

gloom 

• Et fi nulla pulvis erit» tan\en excutc nullam. Ot. 
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glcx)m over my rapture: I coul4' 
not avoid moralizing, while I fad- 
died the beaft, on the chequered 
condition of human affairs, and 
refledling how feldom the cup of 
joj^ is prefented to us pure, and 
unadulterated with difquietude» 



The palfrey accoutred, I re- 
turned to Do6tor Abfalom, who 
opened one of his drawers, and, 

taking out fome money, cried, 

* 

Her^, Rigour and Solemnity, are 
five nobles ♦ for thee, to purchafe 

aftafF 

* A coin worth fix (hillings and eight pcncc^ 
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a ftaff of ebony, and other neceflk- 
ries, I kifled his hand with un- 
queilionable reverence, and aided 
him to draw on his boots ; he 
meanwhile uttering at each exer- 
tion, in a low voice, and partly 
through his nofe^ the disjointed 
fyllables rig-^or and-^olem—'nity^ 
As foon as he was mounted, and 
out of liiy fight, I haftened to my 
dormitory in order to adjull: my 
perfon for my approaching prefer- 
ment. I fcoured my face with 
fand, and afterwards with bran 
and buttermilk, till I verily thought 

I fhould 
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I fhould have flead it. (As for my 
legs, I could not improve them,) 
I borrowed a mirrour from a iha- 
ver of mine acquaintance, and dif- 
pofed my beard, (of whtch I had' 
but little) by combing and ftretch- 
ing it, to the bed advantage. The 
next tiling I did, after vamping 
my injured apparel, vsras to buy 

ixiea ftaffofebony^ andafmallbit 
of ambergris> to fubdue unlucky 
odours, and caufe me to fmell gen- 
teelly. The remainder of the day 
I fpent before the mirrour, in prac- 
tifing four looks, and an orderly 

exterior 
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exterior, and in handling my ftafF 
of ebony after an ufherlike faihion. 



1 flept but little that night. The 
next morning the good doftor Ab- 
ialom acquainted me that I was 
now a domeftic of the lady dow- 
ager de la Zouch, and muft appear 
at her manfion without delay. 
Moreover he generouily lent me 
his palfrey. I journeyed with fuck 
alacrity, that I foon reached the 
place of my deftination, A pre- 
cife fteward received me in the hall, 
and enquired if I were the perfon 

of 
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of whom Do<ftor Ab^om had 
fpokcn. Upon hearing that I was 
he led me to his lady, who was 
fitting in a grand apartment, with 
a maiden fifler and the beauteous 
Ifabella. They were a great way 
from the fire, and working a fet 
of bed- curtains in red and yellow 
iquares, Honefi: friend, faid the 
lady dowager— —But firft, brother, 
it is requifite that I fhould defcribc 
to you the three perfons in whofe 
prefence I then flood. 



The lady dowager de la Zouch 

was 
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■was now feven years a widow, and 

4 

had feen four and forty winters* 
She was of the middle fize, and a 
religious inclination. To this lat- 
ter I imputed the grave and com- 
pofed air for which fhe was dif- 
tinguifhable. Her head-drefs was 
formal, but not unfafliionable; her 
ruiF plain, but not inelegant ; her 
gown fober, but not melancholy. 
It was ftriped black and white, a 
judicious fort of garment for the 
advanced ftate of widowhood, be- 
tokening that the wearer is neither 
Utterly out of mourning, nor yet 

altogether 
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altogether diftnal. It is, moreover, 
a kind of indircdl declaration, that 
ihe who puts it on difdaineth a fe« 
cond hufband. Depart, ye widow 
hunters, whenfoever ye behold, in 
the relidt ye purfue, an inflexible 
attachment to this black and white 
attire. It is the fignal for ye to 
defpair; it is a flag pi;oclaiming 
that both her heart and her jointure 
bid defiance to mankind. 



The lady Ifabella was in her fc- 
venteenth year, beautiful, penfive, 
and of a tender turn of mind. Her 

I golden 
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hair, in innumerable pretty curls^ 
udorned her ivory forehead, oyer 
which a fable oftrich feather nodded 
not unpleafiixgly. Her q^es were 
of a love-announcing blue, her 

cheeks juft tinted with carnation, 

« 

her nofe well fini/hed, her naouth 
pleaiant, her chin inimitable. If 
I dare make a criticifhi, her face 
was a little too broad. Tall was 
her ftature ; in her fhape the hand 
of fymmetry was manifeft. Her 
own hands, which the frequent 
threading of her needle difplayed 
to full advantage, were fmall, ta- 
VpL. II. C per. 
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per, white, and delicate. As (be 
lived with a corred: mother and a 
maiden aunt, her fhoulders were 
immoderately down and back ; in- 
fomuch that her carriage bordered 
fomewhat upon ftifFnefs. (This lail, 
brother, is a point which appertains 
to our vocation.) I was informed 
by her waiting- women that flie 
had the fined elbows upon earth. 



Her aunt was a virgm, over 
whole difcontented head fome five 
and forty fummers had ftolen. 
She .was near fix feet high. Her 

waift. 
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waift, with tight lacing, was not 
very unlike a cloak-bag, which 
hath been well packed, and placed 
upon one end. Her black hair was 
combed up, as if it were ftarting 

by the roots from her brown and 
withered forehead, while her dull 
grey eyes feemed to fhed a malign 
influence on all around her. There 
was fomething alfo about her 
xnouth inexpreffibly ill-natured. 
Her ruflf was ftiifened up to the 
moft outrageous extremity, and 
her robe was of a glaring yellow. 

C 2 Such 
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Such were the noble perfons in 
whofe prefence I then appeared* 



Honeft friend, faid the lady 
dowager, ftill ftitching at proper 
intervals, you are indebted to doc-« 
tor Abfalom for the ready intro- 
dudlion you obtain into my femily» 
Many ufhers have already applied, '* 
whofe recommendation and deport- 
ment were unexceptionable; but 
my refpedt and value for the opi- 
nion of dodlor Abfalom have de^ 
termined me to give you the pre- 
ference, being thoroughly perfuaded 

that 
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thqt that pious and good man would 
not have given you fo high a cha- 
radter, unlefs you had well deferved 
it. Your appearance, I muft own, 
is not exceedingly in your favour. 
Neverthelefs, as the dodor hath 
defcribed you to be one whofe dili- 
gence is unwearied, and whofe 
morals are irreproachable, [a griev- 
ous untruth,* my dear brother. 
Heaven knows] and a man too of 

extraordinary ftridnefs and aufte- 
rity of nature, I employ you in my 
fervice, and confide to your infpec- 
tion the condudt and demeanour of 

C 3 the 
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the lady Ifabella. I am the more 
cautious with regard to what 
u fliers I take in, as divers irreli- 
gious and audacious perfons, vul- 
gar in their manners, language, 
and conceptions, have lately gone 
about, and gained admiffion into 
noble houfes, by tying on falfe 
beards, and hypocritically afFefting 
a feverity of afpedt, to the infinite 
detriment of the repoie of families, 
and to the peril, nay the undoing 
of youthful damfels. 



Little was the lady dowager de- 
la 
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la Zouch aware how nearly foine 
parts of her oration ftruck at me. 
I thanked her, however, for her 
goodnefs, in a ftyle fo very neat, 
that doubtlefs (he was in fome de- 
gree puzzled to underftand it. For 
(to confefs to you, brother, my 
follies, as you have yours to me) 
I had bethought me of a way .of 
chopping my words fmall, and of 
racing through every fentence, en- 
deavouring thereby to fmother my 
native accent. As I quitted the 
apartment, I obferved with fome 
chagrin, that the fifter of my lady 

C 4 dowager 
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dowager had conceived a hatred to 
me, which the inaufpicious mo- 
tion of her mouth and noftrils ren- 
dered but too evident. But our 
averfion was reciprocal. I thwarted 
her moft favourite meafure of 
pinioning the lady I&bella, whom 
I counfelled^ indeed enjoined to 
allow herfelf more eafe and com- 
fort in the fhoulders, by adopting 
a middle method, fo as neither to 
fhove them up to her ears on^ all 
occafions, like a hoyden of tbir- 
teen, nor yet to ftrain them back- 
wards, like a maiden of five and 

forty. 



JOHN OF GAUNT. 33 

forty. This condefcenfion of mine 
. was the more grateful to the dam- 
fcl, as fhe had taught herfelf to 
expeft from me nothing but op- 
portion, and an unrelenting ri« 
gidity. 



The filler of my lady rcfented 
this fo vehemently— Here the duke 
of LancaAer fuipended his narra-» 
fion, much to the fori?ow of thtf 
noble earl of Marche, who con- 
jured him to conae early on the 

enfuing day, and continue the hif-^ 

« 

lory of Jenkins, the fecond uftier. 

C 5 VISIT 
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VISIT XIV. 



JOHN OF GAUNT, faith 
friar Hildebrand, was not forgetful 
of the impatience teftified by the 
lord Edniond Mortimer, to whofe 
caftle he repaired about noon. 
Having jefted a little upon the 
calling and condition of ufliers, he 
proceeded in the following man- 
ner: 
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ncr : The fifter of my lady, faid 
the fecond ufher, refented my con- 
dud fo vehemently, that £he ex- 
erted all her malice to procure my 
overthrow. She even went fb far 
as to affirm to the lady dowager, 
that her uflier had the itch, and 
was unfit to handle a young wo- 
man of diftindtion. Whereupon 
I was examined by the fteward and 
the houfekeeper, touching my bo- 
dily condition, who generoufly 
reported that I was as clean as a 
nsw trencher: . 



^ - C 6 Never- 
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Neverthekfs this acquittal could 
not refcue my importance from 
receiving a rude (hock by this 
cruel accufetion* Ever after, virhen 
I attempted to aflume dignity in 
the buttery, the domeftics would 
fpread their fingers, and infped: 
between their ktiuckles, in an arch 
and grave manner, an aftion which 
afflidled me unfpeakably* This 
was the firft difgrace I experienced 
in my ufherJy capacity ; it opened 
an avenue to fre£h misfortunes, 
mofl: of which I owed to the 
maiden fifter of my Jady, I have 

known 
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known many ancient maidens^ of 
both high and low degree, who 
pofTefled as much good^nature, and 
even as much hilafity, as any mar- 
ried dame in the pariih. They 
could lace them&lves as loofdy^ 
and be as eafy in the fhoulders, as 
other women : and, if they were 
ilill iingle, it was either becauiib 
their merits were not fufficiently 
known, or their dowries were in^ 
adequate to the luxury of the 
times. But this moft horrid iider 
of the lady dowager de la Zouch 

was. 



J 
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was, by dint of pride and folly, 
yet a virgia. 



In her thirty-feventh year, k 
was her fortune to be addrefled by 
Sir Dagobert, a worthy knight, 
but one of flender inheritance. 
Now the fifter of my lady dowager 
had (even thoufand acres of land; 
Her felf-love was fkttercd by the 
homage of Sir Dagobert, who had 
ferved in the Scottiih wars ; info*- 
much that, for his fake, fhe con- 
fented to mitigate the rigour of her 
high difdain, and to favour him 

with 
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with fuch frniles as a countenance 
like hers was capable of afluming. 
In this fituation of things^ it 
chanced that a folemn tournament 
was proclaimed at a certain caftle^ 
to which the gay and gallant were 
invited ta repair. The fifter of 
my lady dowager was prefent at 
the fpedtacle, which was graced 
by a moft numerous and adorable 
aflembly. Ere the combats began, 
the feveral knights and barons were 
prancing round the lifts, eackac- 
cofting the celeftial objedt of his 
love in language the joaoft eloquent 

and 
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and moft fublime. Among the 
reft. Sir Dagobert was not inat-? 
tcntivc. He fpurred his courfef 
and caufed him to rear, for which 
he was much praifed by the ladies^ 
At length, after confidcrahl? 
homiding and . curvetting, the 
Iprightly animal approached the 
ibaftblds, and, in many graceful 
attitudes, came fidling along the 
rails, to where the miftrefs of Sir 
Dagobert was fitting in great ftate^ 
It happened, however, that, at 
th^ ielf-fame mdment when the 
courteous knight was near enou^ 

to 
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to be heard, and was beginning to 
utter fomething moft fubmiffive 
and pathetical, his fteed, from the 
vigour of a<Sion, very loudly broke 
vrind. Oh I Heavens ! cried the 
fiftcr of tJic lady dowager de ht 
Zouch, and funk back upon the 
benches. She was immediately 
carried out, but whether in a real 
or pretended fwoon, the by-fitterc 
could not dearly determine. 



As foon as it was agreeable to 
her to come to herfelf, fhe vowed ] 
in a faint voice, that the indecent 

and . 
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and vile manner in which Sir Da- 
gobert had approached her, had 
given her fuch a (hock, that fhe 
would never fee him more. In 
vain did the lady dowager de la 
Zouch remonftrate, that the fault 
(if any there were) lay in the 
courfer of Sir Dagobert, and not 
Jh'the knight himfelf, who burned 
for her with the purefl: and moft 
delicate afFedlion. As much in 
vain did the old countefs of Tewkf- 
bury, and other grave and venera- 
ble matrons of diftindion, under* 
t^ke to expoftulate with this iriexo-- 

rable 
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rable virgin. As for the countefs, 
who called on her in a day or two 
after, fhe reafoned with her in the 
following expreffions, which I 
learnt from one of the waiting- 
women who had liftened at the 
key-hole: Why, child, what is 
this that I hear ? The cafe, I 
grant, is new, but not too knotty 
to decide upon. Had Sir Dago- 
bert himfelf been the offender, far 
would it be from me to urge aught 
in his behalf; I would even be one 
of the foremoft to reprobate his 
indecency^. But when the offence 
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is confined to the brute and dumb 
animal, on which at the time he 
was mounted, not friendship alone 
for the knight, but common juf- 
tice and good-ftature excite me to 
interfere* A fage and difcrect 
' maiden would have diflembled on 
fuch an occafion, would have 
fccm^d to miftake the found for 
i^^fnorting only of the beaft, or 
for the creaking of the timbers of 
which the fcafFolds were com- 
pofed, or, in fine, for any noife 
but the one which, was really ut-* 
tercd. This were true modefty ; 

this 
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this were the perfedion, the fub* 

« 

limity of virgin exceljence. On 
the other hand, what have you 
done ? By your rafh and oftcnta- 
dous exclamation, and by your 
fwooning, (if fwoon you did) you 
have betrayed to all the world 
your comprehenfion of the fad, 
and given room to the envious and 
iarcaftic to aflert, that you dif- 
carded a valorous and deierving 
knight, becaufe, forfooth, his 
courfer had broken v^ind at a tour- 
nament! Coniider alfo, child, 

> 

(and between ourfelves I fay it) 

that 
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that you are now on the margin 
of forty, and that huibands like 
Sir Dagobert, a fenfible and fteady 
Jcnight, who hath travelled in the 
Holy Land, and fttn the world, 
are not always to be eafily ob- 
tained. » 



Thus fpake the wife countefs of 
Tewkfbury. But her arguments 
proved ineffeftual. . For the. more 
the fubjedt was agitated, the more 
was this maiden provoked. From 
that day (he hath never gone within 
ifight of any courfer, left her ears 

fhould 
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fliould be witnefs a fecond time to 
fuch an outrage, and the memory 
of that foul and inexpiable affront 
be renewed, to the torture of her 
indignant bofom. 



But to return to my own ad- 
ventures. The beauty, the gentle- 
nefs, and the extenfive domains of 
the lady Ifabella had enticed many 
fuitors to the caftle. Many alfo, 
who durft not avow their admira- 
tion, endeavoured by fecret means 
to be admitted to her prefence. A 
ticklifh conjunfture for an uflier : 

4 corruption 
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corruption aflaqlted me on every 
fide. The wiiJaes of the lady dow- 
ager were divided between the lord 
of Abergavenny, a youthful baron 
of great hopes, and Sir Stephen dc 
Mountenay, a wealthy knight, of 
an ancient and illuftrious family. 
The partiality of the lady Ifabella 
herfelf very forcibly leaned to the 
lord Abergavenny. As for me, I 
muft confefs that I was alfo of his 
party. For that baron feldom 
came to the caftle, without pri« 
v^tely thruAing a noble into my 
hand; nor did he omit^ in the 

X preience 
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prefence of my lady dowager, to 
launch forth in the praifes of my 
rigOQr and folcmnity. 



Thcfe teftimonies in niy favour, 
together with the devout, manner 
in which I demeaned myfelf at 
prayers, had exalted me in the 
opinion of the lady, de la Zouch. 
A circumft^ncc .*foon after took 
place, which ferved to ihew how 
high I then ftqod in her eftecm.* 
The lord baron of .Abergavenny 
had prefled her with much warmth 
for her decifive confent, with re- 
. Vol. IL D fpeft 
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ipedk to hie adoration for thtf 
beauteous Ifabella. To this ihc 
had replied, that, however his 
liigh extradtion and his perfonal 
worth might entitle him to wed 
the heirefs of the houfe of de la 
Zouch, yet one thing there indu- 
biteWy was, without which he 
mud in no wife expeA to become 
her hufi)and« The piety of the 
timesy ihefaid, had now eflabliihed 
it into a cuftom for the nobles and 
valiant knighta of every nation ia 
Chriftendom to betake themfelves^ 
to the Holy Land, there to com- 
plete 
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pktc thdj: knightly qualifications, 
and lay In a flock of genuine and 
found godlinefs, by vifiting the 
various fcenes fo renowned in fa- 
cred flory. She added, that it had 
^ver been her firm determination, 
that this fhould be the ^rand and 
indifpenfable requifite towards ob- 
taining the hand and the inheritance 
of her daughter : that the lady Ifa- 
bella Was youthful, and fb was the 
lord Abergavenny, and that there- 
fore there was ftill time fufficient 
to ^are for atchieving an exploit 

D z or 
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or two in the neighbourhood of 
Jeruialem. 



The lord baron of Abergavenny, 
who was of a generous and noble, 
but impatient temper, and who 
little expe(fted fuch an obftacle to 
his defire, fwore bluntly by our 
Lady of Walfingham*, that he 
would not go to the Holy Land ; 
that his godlinefs was already as 
genuine as it needed to be^ that 

* There was a celebrated image of the 
Virgin at Walfingham, much reverenced, 
and reforted to by pilgrims* 

there 
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there was glory enough to be had 
nearer home, a juft (hare of which 
he defpaired not of acquiring; and, 
in fine, that while he were prancing 
like a fool about Jerufalem, fbme 
artful and perfidious rival might 
injure him in the afiedion of the 
lady Ifabella. Whereupon the in- 
cenfed dowager, who now con- 
fidered him as a profane fort of 
baron, forbade him to appear for 
the future at her cafUe; having 
fird rebuked him for fwearing by 
our bleiTed Lady of Walfingham. 



D 3 Shortly 
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Shortly after this ^uatrd^ I was 
ordered into her prefence. Jen-* 
I^ins^ faid fhe^ fit down.: 



Yes, my lady. 



Jenkins,, from the decx>rum vi-* 
fible in your demeanour, and your 
ilri(anefs in what relates to the 
condud: of my daughter, I ara 
juftiified in revealing my though ts,^ 
and in repofing a confidence in you* 
The lord of Abergavenny will not 
do for my daughter. He hath pe- 
remptorily refufcd to take a journey 

to 
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M the Holy iiand^ (withcwt which 
I deem the merits of a knight as 
incompkte) and hath (hewn fymp- 
toms of irreKgion which deprive 
himofmyefteem^ 



Yes, my lady* 



On the other hand. Sir Stephen * 
de Mountenay is a knight of the 
moll finiihed character and educa-^ 
tion. He is' regular at Matins, 
(as the vicar informs me) and hath 
hut one oath in the world, and 
that is ^' By the fift of Sampfon^'* 

D 4 an 
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fwi oath which may be faid only «6 
border on prophanenefs, and which 
a tiniely ledurc from mc will era- 
dicate from his mind. 



Yes, my lady. 



He hath been once at Jerufalem, 
and twice at Loretto ; points 
v*^hich give him pre-eminence over 
many of his fex. This, then, is 
the hufband whom I have def- 
tined for my daughter. And now, 
Jenkins, I charge you, on peril of 
forfeiting my favour for ever, to 

preferve 
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preferve a rigid watch over the 
lady Ifabella, whom I fufped of 
harbouring an obftinate inclination 
£br the gracelefe baron of Al^erga- 
venny. InftiU into her mind, as 
much as in you lies, proper no- 
tions of the maturity, fdlidity, and, 
unqueftionabie adyantages of that 
virtuous knight. Sir Stephen de 
Mountenay* Be vigilant, be Se- 
vere;, and turn a deaf ear to the 
folicitastions of his rivals,,* in/prje ef-; 
pecially of him who i^ the Juit 
object pf my indigpation* ! : ; 
^•- • ; . ■--., .; .. . ■ .. -.,,''• i) 

Ds She 
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She ended* I replied^ by zC^ 
jfuring her of the moft implicit 
devotion to her iendments and her 
views ; praifed her wifdom in re-- 
jeding, her ieverity in reprimand* 

ing the lord baron of Abergavenny^ 
and afiedted to behold Sir Stephen 
io the light of the moft accom-^ 
pli(hedand moft preferable of maiv-^ 
kind* Now» brother^ ingenuoufly^ 
ipeaking, I could not find in my 
breaft a Angle fpark of attachment 
to Sir Stephen de MoUntenay^ tho' 
he innecently fwore but by the fiit 

of dampfon ; for he wa»not in the 

habit 
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habit of flipping fiofaitt into my 
iiand, after the manner of his mu^ 
nificeot adveriary : the fole gratifi- 
cation that I at any time received 
from him was, once, half an an- 
gel * during the Whitfuntide ho- 
lidays. For this reafori did I ef- 
teem hiA to be an ineligible knight 
to efpooie the lady Ifabella: 



Moreover, he was an 'ddd peri 
(on. Sir Stephen was in the thirty^ 
ieventh year of his age, cttO:^ ftifl^ 
ttngraceful; &date in his deport^ 



' I 



♦ A coin w'orlli t€h ttillings; 

D 6 meat. 
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ment, wary in his converfation ; 
he had a calm fort of way with 
him that neither I nor the lady 
Ifabella could endure. Slovir and 
meafured was his utterance; his 
words were well confidcred, ere 
he fuffered them to efcape the bar- 
rier of his lips* Now and . then, 
of an evening, he \yould ride to 
the caftle in his coat of mail^ for 
the fake of variety, and becaufe it 
bore /a gallant appearance. I. had 
a cuftom of fitting on the battle- 
ments inlfoir weather, from which 

« 

I could defcry Sir Stephen afar^ 

off. 



C 
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off. As foon as he was com^ 
within a certain diilance^ when 
he thought that none efpied him, 
he would draw forth from under 
his faddle-bow a little woollen 
rag, wherewith he would duft his 
armour very carefully. .For ^ he 
was majrvelloufly attentive tg the 
propriety of his wearables j never 
did any one be}iold a fpeck upQn 
him, nor a plait nor a pucker In 
his xaiment difarranged. Eveiy 
hair on his head knew its place^ 
and obierved the ftri<5):eft difcipline. 
Haying mad?- has zrmmi: fl^e, 

fae 



6z ABVEHTURES OF 

fae would wipe his hands kifurelyr 
in the mane of his courier; thea 
^ur hkn» and advance in full trot 
to the caftle, which he Altered 
with an important air, thundering 
over the draw-bridge and through 
the barbican ^ for he confidered 
Ibme little noife to appertain unto 
dignity. I never failed to v^ra 
my youthful lady of his approach, 
i^ho often feigned a head*ach, 
tboth-ach^ or other malady, £o 
long ere his arrival, that her lick- 
nefs wore tiie moft plaufible and 
unpremeeditated air imaginable* 

Here 
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Here the lord duke of Lancafler 
thought it pradent to leave oC 



f^ISIT 
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VISIT XV. 



THE illuftrious hiftorian, 
at the next vifit, proceeded witk 
the narrative of the fecond ufher as 
follows : But the baron of Aber- 
gavenny did not meekly fubmit to 
the fcvere decifion of my lady 
dowager. He contrived to fee me 
in^ jprwate, and belbught me io 

earncftly 
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carneftly (feconding his importu- 
nity with a handful of nobfes) to 
fufFer him to indite a letter to the 
lady Ifabella, and even to be the 
bearer of the feme, that my breaft 
was not proof againft his fcducing 
behaviour, and my rigour and in- 
tegrity at length forfo^k me. It 
was agreed on between us, that he 
fhould depofit his epiftle in the 
hollow of an old oak, by which I 
was wont to pafs, when attending 
on horfcback the lady Ifabella, 



Here the funfhine of my goodl 

fortune 
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fortune was again obicured by a 
£idden cloud of adyerfity*. There 
was in the caftle a damiel, dif- 
agreeable in perfon^ miiid and 
manners, who waited on the lifter 
of piy lady dowager, and who„ 
from time to time,, had made nu- 
merous advances towards infpiring 
me with the pa^n which flamed 
in her own bofom ; fuch as neatly 
coughii^^ and crying ebeml a$ 
&e paiTed mf chamber door in her 
cxcurfions from the garret,^ or by 
quivering a ftanza of fome ballad 
iJbpijit ** blithe Colin^" beginning 

in 
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la a k>w key tX the fummk of the 
flaircafe^ and fwelling her notes? 
gradually as (he drew nisu: my 
apartment. 



But qurvo'ing and i^at coii|;h«' 
kig were thrown away en me : X 
made no xs^uroaa returns to thefe 
endearments. Kage^ therefore^ and 
the thirft of revenge^^ fucceeded to 
that tcpdernefs which had iiriE 
warmed her breaftr ere long an> 
opportunity of gratifying it was 
prdibnted. For, as I was giving 
the lo\^4etter (a the lady.Iiabella 

id 
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in the garden^ which I deemed to 
be Efficiently remote from view, 
this vindiiftive ugly one efpied me 
through a fpike-hole from one of 
the high towers^ and incontinently 
acquainted her maiden miftrefs 
with my treachery. Whereupon 
the lady dowager and her Mer, by 
a iecret paflage which led into the 
garden^ ftole unperceived to where 
the lady liabella &t perufing in an 
arbour the delicious epiftle of the 
lord Abergavenny, her &ithful and 
relpedful ufher waiting very near 
at hand. On a fudden our ene« 

mies 
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mics appear; the fetal letter is 
feized^ the undeniable evidence of 
corruption in me, of obftinacy in 
the lady I&bella, of difobedience 
in us both. The aunt, in a tone 
of mockery, read the exordium of 
it aloud, HigA born and peerlejs 
beauty f though the iron^bearted 
fates have exiled me from your 
heavenly prefence-'^YtSf yes, cried 
the lady dowager, I gueiled that it 
was fbme fuch nonfeniical compo- 
iition. [As rational an epiille,' 
brother, as ever baron indited.] 
Come, high born and feerlefs 
t: beauty^ 
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heauiyy faid the aunt with an in« 
fulting air, give me leave to con- 
dud: you to your chamber. So 
£tykig, £be girafped the arm of the 
iady liabeHa^ and led her towards 
the cafUe, fqueezing back her 
ihoulders, ever and anon, that it 
gneved my very heart to behold it» 
As for me, it was her advice that 
I fhoiild be committed to the dun« 
|;eoii. 



Accordingljr my lady dovtrager 
gave.cUre£bions to her retainers to 
prepare for the execution of this 

inhuman 
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inhuman &ntence. Meanwhile I 
was fecured in my apartment, 
where I fpent fome hours in ago- 
nies, imagining every noife that I 
heard to be the playing cf the 
ropes and pullies that were to con-, 
vey me to my prifon. At length 
I was let iiown to the depth of 
many fadioms. When I reached 
the bottom^ I threw myfelf on the 
pavement in defpair, bemoaned my 
deftimy, and curfed my conceited 
and afpiring foul, that would not 
liften to the counfel of the good 
^oQx>r Ab£dom, but would fain 

have 
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have it» foriboth^ that I ihould 
become an ufher. 



Weaiy, at laft, with lamen- 
tation, I lat down upon fomething 
that I took to be a feat, with a 
view to meditate a penitential pe- 
tition to the lady dowager. Cafu- 
ally I laid my band on it, when, 
to -my infinite terror, I found that 
I was fitting on a human fkeleton. 
I darted iip forthwith, and trod on 
feveral bonos, ^ fome long* fome 
fhort, fome globular, which I 
concluded to be the iOkuUs and 

other 
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other relicks of unhappy perfons, 
who had perifhed in this horrid 
pit during the civil commotions 
between King Henry the Third 
and Simon de Mountfort earl of 
Leicefter. For I had heard talk, 
in the family, of fuch'difafters. 



Ere long the trap-door was 
lifted, and my flipper fent down in 
a large wooden platter, in the 
middle of which fluck a candle^ 
that at Once.ferved t^ enable me to 
fee what. I had to eat, and the 
horrors of the abyfs in which I 
> Vol. II. E was 
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was a prifoner. I cried out to the 
perfon above, for the love of St» 
l^icholas, to throw me dowa focne 
paper ; by good luck I had a pea« 
cil in my pocket. Happily h« 
heard my voice, and compli 
with my defire. When I had 
finifhed my repaft, (for I had not 
loft my appetite as well as my li- 
berty) I proceeded to draw up a 
contrite and moving memorial to 
the lady dowager, bewailing my 
own iniquity, and craving her 
high clemency. I likewife fug- 
gefted that my life wa6 in danger, 

from 
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from my apprehenfion of fplrits 
and difmal goblins, for which^ 
from my childhood upwards, I 
had been exceedingly remarkable. 
In the morning I fent up my 
paper, in the returned platter 
which had brought me my break- 
feft. 



\ 



' My lady had ccMiipaffion on me : 
Ihe forgavtfany thing but fwearing. 
I was therefore wound up, and 
reiiiftated in my fundion, with a 
denunciation; neverthelefs, that, 

£ 2 on 
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on my next mifdemeanour, I fhould 
be banifhed from the caftle for ever. 



Thefe fufFerings, this forgive- 
nefs, even this denunciation had 
not power to reftrain me, v^^here a 
lucrative temptation was held be- 
fcpre my eyes. No anfwer had yet 
been fent to the letter of the lord 
Abergavenny. It was neceflary, 
then, that fome confidftitial per- 
Ion (hould be employed as the mef- 
fenger on this perilous occafion. , 
My known attachment to her lover 
had determined the lady Jfabel to 

make 



J 
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make choice of me. Giving me 
her purfe, therefore, which was 
fufficiently weighty, and an epiftic 
.genteelly folded^ and genteelly 
fealed, and fmelling fweet of am- 
bergris, Jenkins, faid flie, with 
tears in her beauteous eyes, invent 
feme certain means of delivering 
this letter to the lord baron of 
Abergavenny. I was afFeded by 
her forrow, and, although I loved 
money for my labours, could have 
willingly embarked in this affair, 
even had I not received a An- 
gle noble from the damfel. Ac^ 

E 3 cord- 
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cordingly, I jfet out one evening 
about twilight, my lady dowager 
and her fifter being at prayers, and 
took the road to the caftle of the 
lord Abergavenny, which was not 
many miles from our own. 



I will confefs that I journeyed 
the more cheerfully on this errand, 
from an intention of acquainting 
that worthy-minded baron with 
the woes I had experienced, while 
endeavouring to befriend him ; nor 
doubting I fhould be plentifully 
comforted with nobles, I was oc- 
cupied 
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cupied on the way in preparing a 
moil eloquent defcription of my late 
miieries, which I meant to recite to 
him at the proper time and place. 



. I was wrapped in thefe golden 
meditations^ when, on a fudden^ 
a crew of caitiffs ru&ed forth from 
behind a hedge^ in a narrow lane 
near the caftle of the lord Aberga- 
vcnny* This is he> cried one of 
them ; I know him by his ftaiF of 
ebony. This iaid, they fell upon 
me, pulled me off my palfrey, 
gagged mc, rifled me, and beat 

E 4 me 
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me moft feverely. I. guelTed, by 
the voice of one of them, that 
thefe were fome retainers to Sir 
Stephen de Mountcnay.' That 
knight had long fufpeded me of 
being in the interefts^ of his rival, 
and, doubtlefs, had enjoined his 
followers to be obfervant of all my 
motions. Thefe then had dogged 
me from the caftle of the lady 
dowager. When they had beat 
me to the fulnefs of their defire, 
they threw me athwart a horfe 
that was grazing by the road fide, 
(my palfrey being feizcd on as 

fpoil) 
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ipoil) and tied my hands and feet 
faft together beneath his belly ^ 
infomuch that I formed a complete 
circle in that pofition. They then 
whipped the beaft, who, frighted 
as well at his unufual burthen, as 
at their lafliing, trotted violently 
with mo through mire, and under- 
wood, and water, and furze ; that^ 
I vow to the very heavens, I was 
near yielding up the ghoft. 



At length we reached a miU 
upon the banks of a river. Here 
dwelt the owner of the horfe, who 

E 5^ • was 
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was a miller by trade, and who, 
beholding his beaft in that con- 
dition, ran forth with great fury, 
and a great club, and beat mc 
moft unmercifully for being upon 
his horfe; not confidering, frooj 
my plight, that it could be no 
fault of mine. As foon as he 
ceafed afilidting mc, I implored 
him, for the fake of all the {kintf 
in Heaven, to unloofe my hand* 
and feet, for that, what with my 
uneafy pofture, the motion of the 
animal, the mud an4 the briars we 

had pervaded, and the two fcveral 

beatings 
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beatiftgs which I had fuficred^ I 
verily conjedured that I had hut 
little time to live* 



In the end, the miller difengaged 
me f^om his hotie, a£king me, in 
ihc name of all the devils in pur- 
gatory, who or what had brought 
me into fuch an odd cafe ; infix- 
ing, moreover, that I ihould pay 
him for my having frightened and 
endamaged his poor bead. For 
this purpofe he rununaged my ap- 
.pare! I but finding nothing there 
10 gratify his avidity, (for the cai- 

E 6 ' tiffs 



1 
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tiffs had pillaged me of all my 
nobles, and even of the jove-Jetter 
of the lady Ifabclla) he vowed to 
the Holy Virgin that he would 
duck me in the mill-pond. Alarm- 
ed at this menace, I fell upon my 
knees, and befought him with tears 
in my eyes to have mercy on a 
wretched ufher, who had been 
robbed and mal-treated, and tied 
upon a horfe, by ruffians of defpe- 
rate intention, and rather to be- 
think him of procuring me a prieft, 
for that my finful and unlucky foul 
was about to depart rny body. 

Where- 
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Whereupon he' defifted, but bade 
me remove from his dwelling with- 
out delay. . 



Here the duke rofe up to retire, 
promifing the earl of Marche that 
he would conclude, at their next 

meeting, the hiftory of this un- 
happy ufher. 



VISIT 
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THE noble Mortimer 
Was already impatient^ when the 
duke of Lancafter approached his 
bedfide, and^ featinghimfelf there* 
on, thus continued his narration : 
I crawled, iaid the fecond ufher^ 
as well as my aching members 
would permit me^ to a hedge 

which 
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which bordered on the pubKc way„ 
and there laid me down to deplore 
this new difafter. The noife of 
hor&mea foon after afiailed mine 
ears : I trembled left they fhould 
prove to be a iecond gang of cai« 
txSs^ They enquiredj as they 
came up to me^ what buiioefs I 
had there. I made anfwer^ that I 
was a mi^bk traveller whom 
robbers had inhumanly despoiled 
and beaten. No iboner had I ut- 
tered theie wprds^ than one of the 
horiemen exclaimed^ Holy Fran« 
CIS I can this be uibo: Jenkins ? 

The 
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'The fame, cried I, rejoiced to find 
a perfon that knew me. Now 
this was a retainer of the* lord 
Abergavenny, who, with his com- 
rades, was repairing to the caftle. 
He took me up behind him; and 
profefled himfelf grieved for my 
misfortunes. 



When we arrived at the caftle^ 
i -was- brought before my lord^ 
who was overjoyed to fee me, ex-^ 
pe<5ting that I bore tidings of the 
lady Ifabella. - But when he heard 
the fad hiftory of my fortune, and 

that 
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that the letter, the dear letter, had 
been thievifhly taken from me^ he 
raved for defpair and vexation, and 
fwore by every faint, both male 
and female, that he would fpecdily 
take vengeance on Sir Stephen dei 
Mountenay. With this, he gave 
me a handful of nobles, and or- 
dered mc fbme buttered Canary. 
Reftored by this invigorating beve- 
rage, I detailed to my lord the fuf- 
ferings vvhich I had experienced in 
the dungeon. Alack ! honeft Jen- 
kins, faid he, thou haft been fcur- 
yily treated for thy attachment to 

my 
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my interefls. But thou ihalt have 
an honourable recompcnce* The 
vicar of the next parlfh will die in 
about a nionth : get thee into or- 
ders, fir rah ! — thou fhalt have the 
benefice. This ^id, he Icribbled 
a few lines ; take thefe^ he cried^ 
to my good lord the bifhop; at 
my requeft he will not hefitate to 
ordain thee. 



I threw myfelf at the feet of 
the lord Abergavenny, weak and 
weary as I was, and in lively lan- 
guage teftified my gratitude and 

content. 
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content. I Qcpt but a little that 
night j partly from the pains in 
my limbs^ and pardy from thinks 
ing on my approaching preferment. 
f^ Get thee into orders, firrah,'* 
whiipered I : O comfortd)le calU 
ing ! O foft alylum ! Little had 
I read in Bafil, or TertuUian^ 
Auftin, Irenseus, Saint Jerom^ and 
the reft. Neverthekfe, faid I, the 
biihop will not refufe the lord 
Abergavenny. After this folilo- 
quy, I had a few flying vifions of 
coffins, burials, niarriage fees, and 
chrifteningS5 tythes, obventions, 

oblations. 



i 
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cbktions, and the like; all which 
fucceffively had pofleflion of my 
brain, till the rays of the rifing 
fun, as if envious of my pleafure, 
played upon my eye-lids, and 
awoke mc. 



^ I arofe, and put on 'my gar* 
ments, and, though my bones 
ached, prodigioufly> fet out with 
all fpced for th<^ palace of the lord 
bifihop. On my arrival, I was 
immediately admitted, and found 
the good prelate at breakfaft* He 
received me with a mild air; hQ 

was 
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was neither proud nor overbearing, 
though of a dignified prefence and 
an illuftrious genealogy. Having 
caufed me to cat my Breakfaft, he 
perufed the billet of the lord Aber-^ 
gavenny. He then mufed a little^ 
and interrogated me touching my 
progrcfs at the Univcrfity. I made 
him fuch anfwers as redounded to 
my own honour, was filent with re- 
iped: to my ufherfhip, but laid a 
mighty ftrefs on my having been 
employed with great applaufe in 
the tuition of youth, which . I 

deemed 
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deeiBed might induce him to en^ 
trail: mc with the cure of fotils. 



Our repaft concluded^ he called 
for a. volume of the fathers^ (here^ 
brother, I began to tremble) and,> 
turning ta a paflage of Saint Au« 
guAine, requefbd that I would 
pmt it into Englifh. I opened my 
lips, as if about to confirue, them 
ihut them, and drew my chair 
nearer to the tsible ; theA opened 
diem again,, (miaking as if I gou^^ 
ed ta difembarras my utterance) 
then feut them again, all the while 

looking 
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looking earneftly at the words of 
Saint Auguftine. The good*na* 
tured dignitary, fenfible, from my 
mode of coughing, that it would 
be in vain to diftrefs me any fur- 
ther with the fethers, humanely 
clofed the book, and relieved me 
from a dilemma of the moft excru- 



• . • 



ciatmg nature. 



He next made experiment of my 
Greek, atlacking me in the New 
Teftamenr, Here I made fhift to 
toil through a few vcrfes, his lord- 
fliip correifting me for feying bull 

Z inAead 



1 
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inflead of ivbole, holly for bolyt 
aunly for only^ auver for over, pint 
fqr pointy jine for join^ the £«r^ 
for the Lordy and outority inftead 
of authority. For, befides my 
native impropriety of pronuncia- 
tion, I had contracted a iilly habit 
of feying jine^ pint, bully and ou^ 
tority, from certain of my fupe- 
riors at college, whom I, and fome 
others, had confidered it as genteel 
and profitable to imitate. He alfb 
conjured me to avoid munabling, 
fnuffling, and chattering the church 
fervice, faults of which, faid he, 

the 
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^e minifters of the Hdy Goipel 
are not always entirely guiltlefs. 
He likewife cautioned me againft 
looking at the ladies^ and at per* 
fons of quality, and to remember 
^at, in iaying mafe> it was the 
Powers of Heaven only I was ad- 
drefBng, l}t even admoniflbed me 
to beware of a monotonous and 
doleful voice, which, faid he, (ef- 
pecially of a gloomy day, or on a 
Sunday evening in winter) is apt 
to make religion feem uncheerful 
to iht laity, and to beget inatten-tf 
tion or Ibmnokncy in the hearers. 
Vol. II. F or» 
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or, what is ftill worfe, an impa- 
tience to go home* 



The prelate then afked me, ac<- 
cording to form, whether I felt a 
Jeriaus call to the facerdotal pro- 
fefiion ? O yes, my lord, replied 
I; efteeming it to be a call fuf- 
ficiently ierious, that I had a near 
profpeft of an excellent benefice* 
Whereupon I received ordination. 
As I was about to quit the room, 
there entered a venerable prieft^ 
lyhofe veiy alpeft would have per- 
ikaded one to devotion and virtue^ 

He 
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He had officiated as curate of a 
neighbouring parifh for eight and 
forty years, with unblemiihed fane- 
tity, and at the moderate flipend of 
ten pounds per annum i out of 
which he had fupported nine 
grand-children, and even contrived 
to give alms ! He was come to 

V 

thank the bifliop for furprizing 
him with the living, the incum<- 
bent of which was no more, and 
for which he himfelf had had too 
little intereft, and too much mo« j 
defty to make any applicatioa* 
Ah ! faid I in my hearr^ a little 
^ F 2 more 

778536A 
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toioreof tins, and God v<rill forgive 
your lordihip the ordaining fuch as 
I am. As I was going down 
itairs, the bifhop, leaning over the 
banifter, reminded me once more 
of bullf holly f pint^ jine^ outority^ 
and the hurd. I afTured him that I 
"would gratefully remember his ad« 
monition. 



My nefxt fdicitude was to have 
a conference with the fexton of my 
future pariih, to the end that I 
might found him with relpefl: to 
the ibabecillity 6f the prefent pof- 



^ 
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fcflbr. With this view I treated 
him to a pottle of lack : but con* 
ceive^ brother^ my chagrin, when 
the jfexton ejaculated^ hqtd have 
luercy on thee! ijt was only a, 
ftroke of the palfy ; he is likely to 
rub on thefe twenty years. What 
then^ faid I when he was.gone, . 
have I raihly hurried into orders, 
and abandoned my ufherly vqca« 
tion, to wait a fcore of years for fo 
precarious a proviiion ? I curfed 
my noble patron for having fent 
me of fuch an errand, ahd the 
bLQiop for politely ordaining me j 

F 3 and. 
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and, hearing that an ufher was 

• » ~ 

wanted in a wealthy family not far 
from that neighbourhood^ I turned 
my back for the fecond time on 
the altar, and let out to ofier my 
fervices eliewhere* 



The family to which I applied 
confided of an aged knight and his 
aged lady, and one only grand- 
daughter, a bold little girl, who 
was to have an immenfity of mo- 
ney. The terms were to my 
liking, and I ftraightway took 
charge of the damfeL But the 
, . very 
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Tcry firft day that I attended her 
on horfeback, (we were going on 
a vifit to her god-mother in the 
dog-days) we, in paffing through 
this foreft, underwent the fanie 
deception and captivity that you 
did. "^ 



Thus, my lord of Marche, 
continued the duke of Lancafler, 
did I barter my repofe for the hif- 
tory of thefe two ufhers. They, 
notwithftanding their refpedtive 
miferies, foon after fell afleep, and 
faored, till both cabins re-echoed. 

F 4 Having 
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Haying dozed for an hour and a 
haUf I walked forth to inhale the 
pkafant air of the morm^g^ and to 
fee if my valiant brothers^ and the 
reft of my companions^^ were a« 



The duke now concluded his 
vijat, andj having fhaken earl 
Mortimer by the hand, adjourned 
this heroic ftory to the following 
d9y. 



VISIT 
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V. 



VI sir XFIL 



1 FOUND the prince, 
of WaleSj £4d John of Gaunt at 
the next viiit^ at his cabin door^^ 
converfi^ with Geofirey Chaucer^ 
He looked grave an4 nijerry t>]| 
tarns, acconding as ovr i^iprifpiif 
ment, fo di%raceful to knightly 

honour^ or th^j i^ngul^ri^ of MiW^ 

F 5 around 



\ 



io6 ADVENTURES OF 

around us, was prefented to his 
mind. Soon after, we were joined 
by the dukes of York and Gloucef^ 
ter, with Owen Glendowcr, and 
the lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne. 



We entered the cabin, and fate 
down, filent, and viewing one 
another J each expecting that fbme 
one would fpeak out, and take no^ 
tice of our prefent extraordinary 
fitiiation. At length the Prince of 
Wales, (having firft inlpeaed the 
partitions, and bolted the door) 

broke filcnce, and accofted us as 

follows : 
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follows : Companions, warriors, 
in this unheard of, this ludicrous^ 
this vexatious turn of fortune, it 
becomes us to confider whether we 
ihall wafte our days in idlenefs and 
fenfuality, ilaves to the domination 
of an outlaw and his Myrmidons, 
or make ibme timely effort, befit- 
ting knights to make, in order 
that we may relieve ourfelves from 
fo inglorious a condition. The 
tournament of Carnarvon is at 
hand : fhall we fufier it to be faid 
hereafter, that the caufe why Ed- . 
ward and his companions were not 

F 6 there. 
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there, was that«--I will not men- 
tion it— I know your hearts, my 
lords, and will anfwer iR)r you aU : 
No-^No* This point then di£- 
poled of, it behoves us to confult 
by what means we may not only, 
accompliih our own freedom, but 
beftow the boon of freedom upon 
others. Without arms, we are a» 
men of lath amidft this muhitude. 
The queflion then occurs. Where 
are the arms laid up ? in the pa* 
viUon of the patriarch ? or in the 
cabins of the caitiffs ? of in ibme . 

fubterraneous repofitoiy? Be it 
2 therefore 
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therefore our firft care to difcover» 
if pofJible^ in what recefs our wea« 
pons are concealed. Thefe once 
regained^ (and grants ye heavenlj; 
powers, that we may regain them) 
your valour, noble warriors, will» 
I truft, procure you liberty. 



So fpake the Prince of Wales* 
Your wifljkcs, roj^ brother, fel 
plied I, correfpond with minej^ 
and, I dare affimi, with the wiihes 
of all who hear n>e. Let us^ 
then, this very day make fome at- 
t^npt towards the <lttcoYery, This 

Raymond 
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Raymond (who, in my opinion, 
is an impudent and felonious cai- 
tiff; for fhall he prefumc to tref- 
pafs on the liberty of travellers, for 
the fole end of gratifying his un^ 
tameable thirft of pleafure ?) this 
caitiff, I fay, hath not yet led m 
round the circuit of his domains, 
por difplayed to us the beauties of 
his fylvan kingdom. It may not 
prove inexpedient to entice him to 
conduct us through aU the feveral 
divifions, in order that, by obferv- 
ing his countenance and demean- 
our, his uneaiiQefs, or his uncon- 

cem» 
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cern, we may form fomc conjec-i 
ture of what he would have us 
know, and of what he would con-^ 
ceal from us. For, my lords, if 
there be within thefe precindls any 
certain fpot which he betrays an 
unwillingnefs to fufFer us to in- 
ipefb, that fame, I hold it, is the 
place of arms. 

I ceafed, and Chaucer imrne* 
diately thus addrefTed us : Uluilri-* 
ous princes, what my lord of Lan- 
cafter hath now oficred to your 
minds^ is a prudent preparatioa 

which 
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which we cannot but commend. 
As we are all joined in one com^ 
mon lot of captivity^ I may hope 
that a fuggeftion^ even firom me. 
Will obtain a favourable hearing. 
[Speaky fpeak> cried we all.] By 
the information of a robber who 
£ite next to me laft night> I undeiw 
ftand that this day is to be iblem-r 
nized amongft them with more 
than ordinary feftivity. It is the 
birth-day of the patriarch. We 
may judly conclude^ then, that 
inebriety will encroach on tiieir 
accuilomed vigilance/ and render 

an 
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an efcape moic pradicable. And 
though I cannot but admire and 
applaud the herok fpirit with 
which the prince propofes to ef&^v 
our liberation by force of arms, t 
inuft . neverthelefs remark that^ 
as we entered without bloodfhed^ 
without bloodHied we fhould de« 
part. For who^ illuf^ious brdsj 
can take upon him to fay^ that 
carnage would not enfue, of the 
innocent as well as of the guilty ? 
In fuch a fcejie of uproar and noc«* 
turnal confufion, the aged and tho 

helpleis^ monksj i;£bcr9^ dam&ls, 

might 
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itiight be iacrificed to the refent« 
tnent^ the appreheniions^ the de«' 
ipair of thefe malefadtors. Shall 
we hazard the lives of the unanned» 
while fighting for our liberty fword 
and lance in hand ? By cunning 
were we captured, by cunning let 
us leek deliverance. The 'fame 
lleep-creating liquor that deceived 
ourielves will, doubtkfs, produce, 
the like confequence in others. It 
remains, therefore, to explore where 
that important liquor lies : and 
this, illuftrious Jords, with your 
confcnt and approbation> and with 

fome 
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fome good faint or angel for my 
protedtor, I myfelf will endeavour 
to perform. The mode and means 
employed muft depend upon con- 
jundxires. Should fuccefs attend 
the effort, the empire of the arch- 
caitiiF will vanifh as a dream, our 
enemies will And themfelves in the 
fame defencelefs Hate, in which 
they took us captive, and muft, 
without a blow, fubmit to fuch 
conditions as my lord the Prince 
of Wales may deem expedient to 
prefcribe to them. 



Thefc 
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The^ were the fentimenta of 
Chaucer, and to theie we unani-« 
mouily agreed. And now notice 
beiiig iibnt iround that break^ud waa 
prepared, we broke up the coun-^ 
cU, and proceeded to the grand 
pavilion. We found there the 
ianxe company that we had feen 
the day before. Many compli- 
' ments were paid the patriarch on 
^is happy anniverfary : the ladies 
congratulated him on his wondrousf 
good looks, (they owed him this 
adulation) the men on his firm 
tread, his ftrong voice, and his 

vie* 
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vidorious conftitution* Mean^^ 
^vhfle a crew of caitifR, affembled 
X)n the lawn, cried. Long live 
Raymond of the bujhy beard! 
Raymond for ever I huzza! In 
fine, it was a court-day at the pas- 
vilion* The peculiar attributes of 
each individual were again exhi- 
bited with additional energy. Thfe 
lady Hermundura fwaggereid and 
talked loud; the lady Barbarin^ 
tittered moft bewitchingly ; Sir 
Hubert fucceeded, beyond his 
wiifhes, in affurance; Sir Hum- 
phrey de Waverley was more un- 

afFeacd 
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afic£ked than ever, friar Matthew 
more corred of fpcech. Sir Mar- 
maduke more firong, and proper 
in his limbs, the fquire more 
knowing in the ways of men, 
more replete with anecdotes, more 
affedtionate to his books, more 
hoftile to good ienie, and more 
difdainful of Chriftianity* I knew 
alio the ladies Philippa and Flo« 
rinda, by the defcription of ufher 
Simeon, and the bold little girl of 

whom Jenkins had the care. 



We 
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We were exceedingly merry dii-. 
ring the whole time cf breakfaft. 
The ladies ate very heartily, and 
UdcMd to our commendations with 
the utmoft good-humour. No 
ttccident intervened, five that Sir 
Humphrey de Waverley, in help« 
ing himielf unafTumingly to a piece 
of beef-kidney, let it fell on the 
attire of the ancient maidenj (of 
whole vocal merits I have fpoken 
in a former vilit) who, incenicd 
thereat, gave him a box on the 
right ear, with the report of which 
vaily the pavilion rcfounded. 

This, 
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This, and the overturning a pit- 
cher of fpiced ale l)y the elbow of 
fftiar Matthew, while he was en- 
deavouring to addrefs> with the 
<mojft; grammatical predfion^ the 
iair lady Florinda, were all that 
Jiappened worthy of the notice of 
an hiftorian^ 



Scarce had we concluded our 
i^epail, and taken a tar h in the 
hall, when tidings were brought 
in that Mirandora the deUgbtftd 
Und her female compamons, who 
were out warHing pretty early, 

had 
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had trepanned a pilgrim that was 
pdfing through the foreft. Am 
univerfal joy pervaded out eommii-- 
nity, who longed for (Mit relation 
of adventures in foreign lands* 
The patriarch gave orders that he 
fhould be conducted to the pa- 
vilion* The pilgrim foon made 
his appearance : he was ^ man of 
a good exterior, and about thirty 
years oW. He fcemed, at firft, 
much to admire at the aflembly 
which furrounded him j but after- 
wards demeaned hitofelf with ail 
umform compofure. The pa- 
Vol. II, G triarch 
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triarch welcomed him with his 
ufual good-breeding, and acquaint- 
ed him in few words with the in- 
ftitutions of the fociety: to all 
which the pilgrim replied with 
becoming courtely. 



The day appearing cloudy, and 
threatening wet weather, a large 
fire was lighted in the centre of 
the hall, around which we gather- 
ed in a pleafing intermixture, com« 
poiing at once an ample and mot« 
ley circumference. The ftrangfir 
took his feat by the patriarch, who 

forth- 
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forthwith befought him to recount 
what adventures had befallen him 
in the courie of his pilgrimage; 
to which the former, bowing 
gracefully, aflented. And now 
knights, robbers, princes, uihers, 
damfels, dames, and reverend fri- 
ars obferved a mute attention : 

Conticuere omnes, intendque ora tenebantj 

as a Roman poet faith, on fbme 
fuch great occafion : 



I was born, fays he, in the 
county palatine of Cheihirei At 

G 2 the 
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the deccafe of my father, who was 
a fquiie of fome opulencet I united 
my patrimony to that of my only 
brother, remonng with him to 
Chefler; where we both became 
traderis iti Fkmifh and Spanish 
merchandize. My brodier, fi)me 
two years ago, in voyaging to the 
weftern coaft of Spain, was over- 
taken by a tempeft, which raging 
with tremendous violence, he vow- 
ed, that if he furvived die great 
peril which then threatened him, 
he would undertake a i»lgrimage 

to Saint Jago de Compoftella, The 

£dnt 



JOHN OF GAUNT. laj 

iaint heard his prayers : my bro- 
ther was not (hip wrecked.. On hid 
return to England, be informed 
me of hia vow> andV being occu- 
pied with the cares of a family, 
beibught me, who was unmarried^ 
to repair to the fhrine at Compof-. 
tella in his (lead. With this re^ 
queft I readily complied, partly 
out of love to my brother, and 
partly from a defire to travel. I 
arrayed myfelf in the weeds of a 
pilgrim, and, as my intention was 
ta pafs through France, took the 
road direSlf for Dover. No oc- 

G 3 ^ currence 
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currence of any moment jpreiented 
itielf on the way. I arrived at 
Dover in fafcty and v^ith delight, 
and, the wind blowing fair for 
Calais, embarked on board a veflel 
that was already hoiiling anchon. 
At Calais I looked around me for 
a Kttfe while; then purfued my 
journey towards the fouthern part 
of the kingdom, after the cuftom- 
ary manner of {nlgrims* 



Hitherto peace and entertain* 
ment had attended me. But, juil 

as I entered the great pafs of the 

Pyrenees, 
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Pyrenees, an adventure befell mc 
which was fomewhat extraordinary. 
When the fun had forfaken the fir- 
mament, and the dubious twilight 
warned the weary traveller to feek 
a refuge, I defcried in a iequeftered 
glen a lonely manfion, to which I 
turned my ileps, in the earneft 
hope of finding there an aiylum for 
the night. Having arrived at the 
gate, I knocked gently with my 
ftaff, but received no anfwer. 
Soon after I knocked again: at 
length a cafement was opened 
above, and a veflel of foul water 

G 4 dif- 
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difcharged upon my head* The 
cafement was then cloied> and no 
further notice taken of me. 



Enraged at this indignity^ I 
went round the houfe^ and, per- 
caving in one of the: windows ai 
pale an4 glimmering light, which 
however difcovered to me an old 
man, who was riding with deep 
attention,a book /of wonderous fize^ 
I elevated myvoice^ and depl^ded 
the reaibn of ilich injurious treat-* 
ment to. an inoiienilve traveller* 
At the i^oife, t^e: q14 niiE^ arpfe,, 

and 
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and opened the cafement ; then, 
looking down, cried^ Depart, iw 
the name of Heaven, and think no? 
more about it. Having thus Ipo-t 
ken, he fhut the window. AC 
fbnae paces further I difcerned an*. » 
other lighti by which late a dam- 
fel fpinning. I approached it,. ftilL 
complaining in a loud tone of the' 
outrage that had been offered to^ 
me. The damfel fcM'thwith looked" 
out, and, perceiving me below,, 
cried, Depart, in the name of 
Heaven, and think no more* about 
it. 

G s You 
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You will judge that I was fur- 
prized at receiving the iame an- 
fwer, in words exzdly the fame, from 
thefe two difierent perfons . Never- 
thelefs I explored another quarter 
of the building, and knocked at a 
little door, through rfie key-hole 
of which a voice repeated the felf- 
fame expreflions that I had heard 
twice before. Fatigued, difap- 

^ ft 

pointed, incenfed, aftonifhed^ I 
withdrew to a neighbouring fbreft^ 
where with a flint and ileel I fired 
feme withered leaves and loofe 
fticks, by the blaze of which I 

dried 
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dried my^rippinghat and garments. 
This done, I crept into the hol- 
low of a tree, and recommended 
myfelf to God and Saint Jago. 



Sleep vifited me not. I fpent 
the night in pondering on this 
ftrange adventure, and in endea- 
vouring to account for the caufe 
of fuch inhumanity. In vain: 
the fhades of night departed, and 
day ftole upon me in the midft of 
my meditations. I then purfued 
my journey, and reached, ere long, 
a village which lay in a romantic 

G 6 fpot 
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fpot amongft the mouptains. Here 
hoipltality, though hpmble was- 
her fare, received;mc wi^J^ a cheer- 
ful and charitable countenance^ I 
negledted not to enquire of the in- 
h^itahts copcern^^jth^ m^nfion 
where I h9.diUi^e4:fuch indignity.. 
But all that I> could learn wa$> 
that it belqnged to an aged baron^ 
and that for a lengthof time.ithad; 
been invariably the cuflQ^l to treat; 
in the faim fingular and unchrif- 
tianlike manner all trayelleirs vfhQ 
fought for adniiilloin» 



My 
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My curiofity was the more in- 
mpjecj tQ know to what circum^ 
li^nce this cuftom owed its origin^ 
and I was refolved on gratifying it, 
at; the rifk even of my « life. Ac- 
cordingly I depofited my garb of 
^pilgrimage with a pious pealant, 
who had received me for rfie love 
of Chrifty and borrowed a coat of 
maiU in which having clad my- 
felf, I repaired, with a trufty fauU 
chion at my fide, to the inaulpi- 
cious manfion of that aged baron* 
I waited in the foreft for the arri- 
val of dairknefs, then drew to- 
wards 
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wards that part of the buildings 
where, on the former night, I bad 
feen the old man reading. The 
fame light appeared ; the man alio 
had the fame great volume before 
him,, upon which he feemed deeply 
intent. 



Here the lord duke of Lancailer 
concluded his vifit. 



VISIT 
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VISIT XVIIL 



ON the following day, 
the illuftrious fon of Edward the 
Third thus continued the hiftory 
of the pilgrim : Fortunately, faid 
he, there was a caiement open in 
a chamber adjoining to that where 
the baron was fitting. To this I 
climbed by the aid of the projedt- 

ing 
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ing ftones which ornamented the 
windows ; then entered with- 
out noife, and proceeded to the 
apartment where the light was vi- 
fible. So foftly did I open the 
door, and fo abftradted was the 
attention of the baron, that he 
perceived me not, until, with my 
naked feulchion in my hand, I 
flood clofe to liis elbow-chair. . In. 
turning over a leaf of the volume 
which he wa& reading, he,^ by ac* 
cident,, hit im ami againft mine.^ 
Wliereapon I. held* toy fword to 
hi& throaty and: threatened him 

2 with 
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With immediate deflxudioD if he 
made any outcry, or refinance 
whatfbever. 



The baron, with a faultcrlng^ 
accent, bc&i^htme to fit down^ 
and inform him by what means £ 
had found admiflioa into his houib,. 
and what was my defire or inten- 
tion« I took a feat, and told him,, 
tha^ it was immaterial by what 
means I had gained an entrance 
into his manfion; that .1 had 
knocked at his gates (being a pil- 
grim to Compoftelk) for ihelter„ 

the 
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the preceding night, but had re- 
ceived contumelious uiage, inflead 
of food and lodging; that I was 
come, lefs defirous of revenging 
the di^^ce, than of learning the 
caufe and origin of a cuftom fo 
diihonourable, and v^as determined 
to take his life, unlefs he would 
condefcend to fatisfy my curiofity, 
I iaid this with a menacing air, as 
if I really had intended to put it 
into execution. 



The baron, alarmed for his 
^^iety, confentcd to my requifition, 

and 
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and addrefled me in the following 
words : I cannot fay. Sir, that I 
am furprized at your relentment 
for the reception you have expe- 
rienced, nor at your inclination to 
become acquainted with the caufe 
of it. Know then, that fomewhat 
more than a century ^go, my fa- 
ther, who built this edifice, and 
lived in it with the hofprtality that 
was confiftent with his ftation, on 
a fudden made a vow to fhut his 
doors againft the traveller, in con- 
fequence of the ungratefulnefs and 
villainy of a pilgrim who was 

journey- 



i 
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journeying to Compoftella, and 
had been received within thefe 
walls* 



One Bernardo^ an Italian^ who 
had pafTed through France^ and 
was crofEng theie mountains in 
his way to Spain » arrived at the 
gate of this manidonj, and was ad« 
mitfied^ The baron my father,, 
who delighted ia heariog from the 
intelligent traveller an account of 
whatever was rare and excellent ia 
foreign, kingdoms,, liftened with 
cxtrenie pleafure to ther narration? 

of 
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of diis Bernardo, who had feen 
much, and, being not ineloquent, 
could relate his adventures in an 
advantageous manner*. Their dif- 

% 

courfe at length turned upon cele- 
brated pieces of armour, s^d wea« 
pons preserved in ancient and au« 
gufl families, as having once be- 
longed to fome gigantic progenitor. 
Nor did the helmet (^ Mambrino 
and ihe fword of earl Rowland, Co 
famed in heroic ft(^, remain un- 
noticed by them. 



There 
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There was. Sir, in our family 
a remarkable pair of Ipurs, which 
had been worn by my warlike an- 
ceftors many ages ago, in the bat- 
tles between the Saracens and the 
emperor Charlemagne, With re- 
iped to thefe fpurs. Sir, it had 
been prophefied of yore that as 
long as they continued in the pof- 
fcffion of our race, we Ihould flou- 
tiih in deeds of arms, and be re- 
nowned in the annals of chivalry 
from generation, to generation. 
They were likewife of uncommon 
fize, of mof); exquifite manufac- 

ture. 
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ture, and, except as to the rowels, 
of the pureft gold. My father 
made no difficulty to fhew them to 
the ftranger, who admired them 
as well for their workmanfhip, as 
their antiquity. 



But evil was the hour in which 
Bernardo beheld them. For in 
the dead of jiight (ye powers ! 
that hofpitality fhould meet fo vile 
a recompehce!) in the dead of 
night the caitiff pilgrim arofe, took 
the fpurs of my forefathers from 
tdbe hook on which they hung; 

then. 
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then, having hidden them in his 
fcrip, departed at the dawn of day. 



A full week had elapfed, trc 



this invaluable monument of our 
fortune and our fame, this talif- 
maUj as it were, on which our 
mightinefs depended, was miffed 
by the domefticks, who, knowing 
the importance of fuch a relick to 
our family, were ftruck with con-*, 
ftemation, and rduflant to difclofe 
a circumftance fo unfortunate to 
my father. At length the baron 
faimi^ became acquainted with 

the 
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the difiifter. You will readily 
conceive. Sir, that his anguifh 
was fcvere^ his wrath againft the 
pilgrim (whom he juftly fufpedted 
of being guilty) outrageous. Had 
not his retainers reprefented to him 
the unlikelihood of difcovering and 
overtaking the villain Bernardo, 
he would have purfued him from 
cliiF to cliff of the Pyrensean hills, 
from the forefts of the Afturias to 
the-plalns of Eftremadura. 

He dien made a folemn vow, 

that never moi;e would he admit 

Vol. II. H any 



fl 
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any traveller beneath his roof^ arid 
enjoined his domeftics, under paia 
of his iharp difpleafufe, to bcftow 
on all fuch as /hould in future ap^ 
proach his gates the ignominious 
treatnient of which you. Sir, now 
complain, and to bid them, in a 
little formulary which he compofed 
for the occafion, depart in the name 
of Heaven^ and think no more about 
7>. Moreover, on his death-bed,, 
he appointed by his teftament, that 
his heirs fhould inviolably obferve 
this ftern ordinance, and pofterity 

. revenge 
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I'evjenge the affliftioa of their fore-Pi 
father* 



Thus, Sir, have I explained to 
you the caufe of this unpleafant 
cuftom. . Here ended the baron. 
I afked him -what volume he had 
been reading fo attentively. It is> 
replied he, T&e Lives of the Ma^ 
pciansj and contains the birth, 
parentage, incantations; and ex-^ 
ploits of the moft famous profeflbrs 
of the necromantic art, either male 
or feniale, from, the witch of En-^ 
dor, to the forCerers and forcereflcft 
' Hz of 



\ 
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of the prefent century. Laft n^ht» 
a little before I accofted you from 
the window, I finifhed Zoroafter ; 
I im aow in Merlin, and much 
entertained with the wonders which 
he wrought in behalf of the bwve 
Briton, king Arthur. 



I thanked the baron for his cour- 
tcfy, and rofe to feike my depar- 
ture. He accompanied me down 
ftairs, and even to the very portal, 
apologizing,, that the obligation 
under which he lay of complying 

moft ftriSly with the will of the 

deceafed. 
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deceafed, forbade him to invite 
me to partake of fome refreflunent* 
I conjured him to be in no wife 
uneafy^ adding^ that I was fcnfible 
of the predicament in which he 
ftood, and from my foul forgave 
him both the prefent and the paft* 
I then wifhed him a good night, 
and, as the moon fhone clearljr, 
direifted my hafty fteps to the vil- 
hge where I had borrowed the ar- 
mour. Soon after I refumed my 
former habit, and purfued my jour- 
Bcy through difficult defiles, and 

H X . over 
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over clifFs that appeared fcarce ac- 
ceflible^ 



About fun-fct I arrived in a de- 
licious glen, where feveral perfons 
were making a repaft by the mar- 
gin of a frigid fountain* I faluted 
^hem, as I thought it became me, 
^nd fate down to eat of their viands, 
TrtThich they charitably proffered tq 
me. They enquired whence I 
came, and whither I was bound > 
in a little time afterwards one of 
them thus addreffed me: Young 
pilgrim, we are a company of mer- 
chants 
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chants who trade in flaves,; which 
We purch^e in various ^countries, 
and convey to the kingdom of Gra- 
nada, where we fell them to the 
Moorifh monarch, and to the no-*v 
bles of his realm. Thou leemefl; 
(p be a ftout dog, and fhalt there-, 
fore come along with us : tve will, 
vend thee to Muley Abdallah, who 
Qow fits upon the throne; thou^ 
wilt find thyfelf happier within the, 
walls of the Alhambra, than by, 
wearing out thy knee» at the fhrinc. 
of Saint Jago. . Complyj^ young, 
man, withcyut a murmur, to this. 

H 4 fair 
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fair and juft propofal, or deat^ 
anon fhall be thy portion. 



Aflonifhed^ thunder-ftrnck at 
this declaration^ I remained for 
feme moments without tittering a: 
word^ At length it occurred to 
me that the merchant did but jeft, 
and I replied, with a mirthful air» 
that I would not hefitate to accom- 
pany them. Come, come, friend, 
cried another of the crcw> this is 
no matter to be jeftcd with : pre- 
pare to attend us to ihc city of 
Granada, throw away tibefe leaden 

iaiiita 
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&ints and thefe cockle-fhells 6*0111 
your hat ; ky afide yoor long vfeft** 
ttent^ and be clad in iliccin<ft ap^ 
parel, befitting your nevr con-^ 
ditioiu 



The fiaerchant fpoke tfiis Witht 
fb refolute a t6ne, thai Iheri Could 
tto longet exift it doubt of the atro-- 
dty of didf iftfentioris. In vda 
ilki i reprint t6 iheih the periU 
Otis aild hideout j^P^^^y in whkli 
th^ fbul of iny pti6r hto4\^ mA. 
df neceffity ttmiiiiy as'lorig'ai the 
|wflgrimage ta Saint Jagd was un- 
^ H5 per- 
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performed. Nay^ ■ nay> replied ' 
one of them, trouble not thyfelf 
about Saint Jago ; he is a good-r 
natured fellow, and, when he hears 
that thou art a captive to the king 
of the Moors, will forgive both 
thee and thy brother : fa gird up 
thy garments, and make rc^dy t^ 
march; for darknefs comes oq 
apace, and we niuft reach a certaii> 
cavern where we mean to pafe the 
night. Perceiving that to refif| 
5Kf/« iHlHefs; apid trufHng to the 
high heavens for an oppoirtunity of 

efcaping, I accoutred myfelf as the 

■• ^ •< 

-, f merchant- 
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merchant-robbera,ha4 cpmroande4 
me, And fcfc out 4n the midft of 
ihem for the cayerA alrieady mpn-* 
tionpd. It was.d^rk ere we arrived* 
]My companions, or rather my ty- 
rants, flept and watched by turns, 
fix of them, at the fcweft, guard- 
ing the entrancp of the [ cavq y fo 
that, had I attempted J^ght, my 
.deftrufiion was inevitable* : ^ 



' , > 



In our jourqey from the r Pyre- 
nees to the city of Granada, no* 
thing worthy of narratiort occurred^. 
The merchants :^(j^Ypiirpd to rer 

^^ H 6 " concile 
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concile me to my fortune, znd, 
fearing left my health fhould be 
impaired by my chagrin, and my 
value of courfe diminifhed, were 
earneft to zxrmfc my mind by con-^ 
tinued rtcitals of adventures that 
had befalfen them in their mercan- 
tile vocation^ moft of which werfr 
(b ludicrous, and fb pleafantly re* 
lated, that, in j^te of my misfor- 
tunes, they often made me merry ; 
and the merchants obierved with 
no Httfc fatis&dkion, when we 
reached the Mooriflit dominion*, 
that I waa^ &t£er and-more vigorous 

than 



JOHN OF GAUNT, r^ 

than thc^ had expeded I would 
prove. 



Great was' ray aftonhhment 
when I beheld the lofty waH^, the 
beauteous towers^ the futnptuous 
palaces of the city of Granada* 
Here all things breathed an air of 
magnificence and {^bifare» The 
pompous retinues of the Moori£b 
lords, their noble couriers prou4Iy 
caparifbned, their turbans and their 
fcymitars, glittering with the 
brighteft jewels of the, Indies, at 
once deHghted and amazed me. 

Here 
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' Here John of Gaunt fhook thtp 
lord Edmond Mortimer by th? 
hand, and retired, having bufinefs^ 
faith friar -Hild/sbirand, ,wbich 9b- 
liged hitn to* hallen home« ^ 



' J 



. . J 
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. SOON after, feid the 

• - ■ • 

duke, continuing the hiftory of the 
pilgrim, I was conduced to rfie 
palace of the Alhambia, where 
Juflbuf^ the chief chamberlain^ 
agreed with the mprchant-rpbber^ 
to purchafe jne at the price of two 

hundred fequins. Thus, while 

«-» 

3 under-* 
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undertaking a pious journey to 
Compoftelh, was I deipoiled of 
the blefling of liberty, and con^ 
demned to menkl offices in aa 
anti-chriitkn Iand» Is this, faid 
I in my heart, the recompence of 
fraternal afiedJon, this the guar- 
dian care which ^fs beftow on 
thofe who wreftle with the dangers 
of the earth and feas, to Wcrihi^ 
at Acir (hffney, and tficfcaie tfcefc 
celefKal gtcny t Neterthelefe, I 
wiB rt^gn flifr to the difpofii of 
the power si abo^e j peradventutt,. 
it is good dmt this dkafler fhotild 

have 



JO»N OF GAUNT* jSi 

have bcfelfen tnci it may have 
ihatched mc from worfe evil» and 
may redound to my future wdf^ 
fere. 



In this diifpofition of mmd I trt^ 
deavouf ed to recommend my felf to 
the favour of Juffouf^ by a diligent 
attention to his orderSj^ and by dif^ 
covering an inclination to prevent 
his wiihes. The chamberlain was^ 
not infenfible of thefe my aflidu-^ 
ities. Chriftian> &id he the 
morning a£ter he load purchafed 
mej captivitjF ihall lay her hands 

but 
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but lightly upon thee: theflaVesr 
of the great Muley Abdallah live 
in peace. The good Juflbuf ac- 
cordingly affigned me an eafy tafk : 
it was to feed the royal cats,* and 
(weep the gardens of the Alham- 
hra» . 



- The <:hamberlain likewife con-, 
defcended to enquire of my birth 

and fortunes, and by whatacci^ 

>. ■ It 

dent I had come into the pofleflioa 
of the merchants. I unfglded my 

' * Thefc animals are held in much cfo 

4 

t^em by the^ Mahometans. 

whole 
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whole" ftory-: fny adventure with; 
the old baron of the Pyrenees di*. 
verted him : he reputed it to Mu^, 
ley Abdallah, when that ippnafch 
retired to reft> at which time it 
Wfts cuftortiary, for the chamber- ^ 
Igiji to feaf bimfelf at; the foot of > 
^e bed, and to relate uncommon;; 
hillOries, till fleep waved his ebon 
fce|5tre .over the eye-Uds of the^ 
king, and difmiiTed the impatient 
JuiTouf. , 



. Next morning, the ]VJoori£b, 
monarch commanded that I ihouldr 

be 
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be brought befere him. He was 
&ting in a pleaAire^roocn^ the walls; 
of which were painted with gold 
and azure^ in a manner fo ing(e-» 
niom and delightful to the ^^ 
that nothing in the ro3ral manfions^ 
oF Chriftendom could equal it. 
In the midft was a fountain, which^ 
from ft bafon of green marbk>, 
threw up a limpid ftream, that 
dcfccnded afterwards in refrefliing 
dews>, corredKx^ the fultry breath 
of Sunraier* Many lords of the 
court were pt^efctit, many ladies i, 
among which laft fktc the princefa 

Arizapha^^ 
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Arizftpl^, only daughter tq the 
Icingf the feme of whofe beauty 
had iprcad through all Granada, 
aod through the kingdoms that yeC 
owm the domination of the Spa«- 
uiards. Many princes of Barbary^ 
and other Saracen ilatts, had 
fought this young princefs in mar* 
rjage; but Abdoulraman> a Gia- 
nadian noble, of ample inheritance 
and iHuftrious race, "was the happy 
peribn defldned by Muley Abdallah 
to obtain the nuptial vows of the 



The 
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The monarch, whd had htSLtd 
tut imperfcdly from the chamber- 
hin concerning the contumely 
jwhich I had experienced in my 
■pilgrimage, commanded me to rc^ 
iate that adventure to him at larger 
I obeyed. The great Muley Ab- 
dallah then fwore by the prophet 
Mahomet, that it was as whimfical 
a revenge as ever baron invented j 
adding ^t the fame time, that Jago 
of Compoftella was but a worthlefs[ 
ibrt of Saint, who permitted his 
intended votaries to be treated witH 
fuch indignity, and that, had my 
: pil- 



JOHN OF QAUISJT. 157 

pilgrimage been diredled to Mecca, 
the holy prophet of the Muflul- 
inans would have taken better care 
of me. He concluded with ad^ 
Vifing me to ftudy the Alcoran, 
^nd become a true believer. In 
fine, I received permiffion to with-* 
draw, and fifty fequins were given 
me by the command of Muley 
Abdalkh. 



Thiscircumftance were but little 
worth relating, but that it led to 
an event of more importance. For 
this gleam of good fortune was 

followed. 
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ibUowcd^ ere long, by tfec fbH 
funfhiiK of proiperily . One even- 
ing, as I was paffing through the 
court of the lions, I was tapped 
on the Ihoulder by an agsd female 
Have, who in a low voice defired 
me to follow her. She condud:ed 
me along the fkzzii, and to a 
gateway which I knew led to the 
apartment of the women. I ftop^* 
ped fhort at the threlGbold, and re« 
fufed to proceed; (for it is death 
for any^ but the eunuchs and the 
female flaves, to be ieen tn that 
quarter) but the old wonaan,. 

throwing 
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lihrowing over mc a vdl and a loofe 
garment, defired me to banifli fear, 
adding, that Ifhould have no catifo 
to repent of my compliance. 

I yielded. We pafled through 
fcveral rooms, of unexampled Mag- 
nificence, and at length came to a 
door, the key of which my con- 
dudlrefs drew out from her girdle; 
We then entered a ' chamber, at 
the upper end of which, upon a 
gorgeous fofa, fate a lady, whofe 
mien and figure confefled her to be 
the princefs Arizapha, Here, ma- 

Voi. II. I dam. 
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dam^ iaid the old woman j is the 
Have whom you wiflied to fpeak 
with. When I found that it was in 
the prefence of the pf inccfs that I 
floods I proflrated myfelf upon the 
carpet^ and kiflTed the dufl moil 
humbly. Whereupon fhe bade me 
rife^ at the fame time unveiling a 
face which might vie with the fair- 
ncfs of the daughte'irs of Paradife. 

Chriftian, cried the princefs 
Arizapha, from your behaviour 
yefterday before the king my fa- 
ther> and from the difcreet anfwers 

which 
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which you made to fuch queftions 
as were put to you, I am induced 
to beKeve that you can do xrit a 
certain fervice, upon which my 
future happinefs will entirely de- 
pend, and for which you ihall not 

go unrewarded. When the prin- 
cefs had thus fpoken, I bowed my- 
felf to the duft a fecond time, de- 
daring, that fhe had only to fig- 
nify her commands, and her ilave 
would even lay down his life for her 
profperity. She made a fign to me 
to fit down ; I did ib, and ihe ad- 
dreiied me as follows: Without 

I 2 doubt. 
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doubt^ Chriftian^ it is not un- 
known to you that I am deftined 
by^Kiy royial father to be the wife 
of Abdoulraman. The riches and^ 
fplcndid origin of thaC great lord 
are but fecondary caufes for this^ 
decifion in his favour. For his. 
wondrous wifdom hath his fove- 
reign feled:ed him from amcmgft 
the MooriA nobles> to become hit^ 
fon-in-law* His fame for this 
quali^ hath extended far and wide : 
none ever heard from the lips of 
Abdoukaman . a fenteoce, or an 
expreifion^ that was not fapient in 

the 
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the extreme. But alas ! what Is 
wifdom to the female heart ? 
Prince Aben-Humeya, a youth 
defcended from a long line of kings, 
and related to our own auguft fa- 
mily, with but a twentieth part 
of the fenfe of the favoured Ab- 
doulraman, hath mack an impref- 
fion on my virgin heart, which 

» 

cannot, while I have life, be ob- 
literated. In fine, I prefer the 
gaiety and good legs of Aben-Hu- 
meya to the exalted underftanding * 
of his ill-fhaped adverfary. 



I 3 But 
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But ah ! Chriftian, Co partial is 
the king my father to the mental 
endowments of Abdoulraman, that 
nothing but a miracle, or what is 
equivalent to a miracle, can aiFord 
me any hope of efcaping this hated 
union. Now I have learnt from 
an Egyptian, who is fkilled in the 
knowledge of the vegetable world 
beyond what hath been ever attain- 
ed to by the art of man, that there 
grows upon the hills of the Sierra 
Morena a certain herb, which pof- 
feiTes the rare property of creating 
inftant folly in the human mind. 
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and of caufing the very wifeft to 
Ipeak noiifenficaHy. This, Chrif-.*' 
tian, if by your exertions I can pro- 
cure, I (hall be feved from the 
abyfs of defpair^ and united to the 
youth to -whom my foul is fo de- 
voted. For, if Abdoulraman be 
convided of foolifhnefs, the king 
my father will beftow my hand 
upon the amiable Aben-Humeyai 
to whofe happinefs the fuperior 
wifdom of his rival hath hitherto 
been the only obftacle* 



I 4 The 
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The fervice therefore which f 
cxpeft you to perform^ is to depart 
without delay for the Sierra Mo* 
rena^ and there to fearch for this 
precious vegetable, which you will 
know by the feven woolly leaves 
. th^t .encompafs it noar the root, and 
by the lilitle yellow bells ,that prna- 
ment the &9Sk, ^nd &nd forth a 
cieliic^us odoitf* It grow$ only 
vipoo tl^e rocky emioenceSj where 
Seldom thfi foc« of roan is feen U^ 
tread. Wh^ you have found i% 
return with fpeed, and let the juice 
of it be mingled with the viands 
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of Abdoulraman. So fhall he talk 
fooKflily, and be rejeded by the 
king my father, who will ftraight« 
way difpofe of me to prince Abcn- 
Humeya. Take therefore this 
purfe of iequins, and Hitw this 
ring to the centinels of the Alham« 
bra, who, on feeing it, will not 
oppofe your departure. 

Thus fpake tfaeilluftrious daugh-* 
ter of king Muley Abdallah, I 
bowed my head refpe(5tfully, then 
retired, concealing the purfe and 

ring within my drdle. At the 

. '•* 
I 5 dawn 
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dawn of the cnfuing day I fet out 

for the Sierra Morena. Now &id 

I, when the gates of the Alhambra 

were far behind me, I am once 

again at liberty. Why not return 

to my native land ? Shall I yield 

myfelf a iecond time to the rude 

arms of captivity ? But then have 

I not fworn to ierve the beauteous 

Arizapha, who doubtlefs will re« 

ilore me to freedom for my pains, 

and load me with gifts of much 

value ? No, I will never prove 

perfidious : I will enter once more 

the lofty towers of Granada, to 

make 



1 ♦ »• 
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make a fool of Abdoulraman, and 
a happy hulband of prince Aben^ 
Humeya. 

Such was my foKloquy, as I 

journeyed towards the mountains* 

Having arrived at the Sierra, I 

climbed the craggs and precipices 

. with unwearied induftry,. and, 

• after a fcarch of three days, dit- 

covered the defircd plant fo inimi- 

cal to wHHom. I plucked it up 

with joy, and defcending from that 

fevage region, took the road to 

Granada. 

16 The 
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The evpning of the day €n whick 
J reached the royal ci^^ the female 
Have who had conduded mc to ^ 
princefsy came to feek me in th§ 
coart of the lions# She found mc 
in die piazza^ amdous to deliver 
an account of my fuccefs to the 
adorable slaughter of king Muley 
Abdallah. I attended the old wo- 
man to the apartments of the prin«« 
cefs^ with the fame precautions 
tibat we had u&d upon the formei 
occafion. The lovely Arizapha 
was overjoyed at my return : The 
herb^ Chriilian^ the herb^ fhe 

cried 
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cried with an impatient tranfport. 
It is here, madam,, replied I, draw-^ 
ing it forth from my bofom.« 



We will conclude, feid John oF 
Gaunt to the lord Edmond Mor- 
timer, the hiftoiy of the pilgrim at 
•or next meetii^. 



yrsiT 
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FISIT XX. 



THE duke was punc- 
tual^ the earl impatient. Accord- 
ingly the illuflrious hiftorian thus 
proceeded : She fnatched the plant 
eagerly from my hands, faid the 
pilgrim, and, having viewed it with 
earneft eyes, exclaimed, I fhall be 
happy j this is indeed the plant 

which 
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which the Egyptian defcribed tQ 
me. Let us inftantly prepare it 
for the ufe to whkh I deftiny it. 
So ^ying^ ihe took a mortar, 
which the old woman had in read!-' 
nefsi in this, with her own fair 
hands, fhe pounded the fatal vege« 
table, the charm, as it were, on 
which her happinefs was to de-< 
pend. It yielded half a pint of a 
thin, whitifh liquor^ which fhe 
carefully poured iqto a phial* 
Here, Chriftian, iaid fhe, guard 
this, as you would a treafure : to- 
night a banquet will be given in 



tU ADVENTURES OF 

the Alhambn^ to whicli Abdouli* 
nunati md all die nobles are .tQ« 
yited. Gontrwe to enter> along 
with the other ilaves^ iipcto the hall 
of eotertainment ; aflift in ferving 
the guelfts^ but be particularly of* 
to the rival of Aben-Hu«* 



meya. Thus will you have ample 
opportunity of efieding our defign« 



I promifed the priocefs that I 
would be fnindful of her com* 
inandss then, conduded by the 
old woman, withdrew to my own 
chamber. I waited for the hmr at 

which 
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which the nobks were to meet, 
with the impatience cf a deter- 
mined confpirator. At length they 
aflembled, and with them the de« 
voted vidim of the wiles of Ariza- 
pha. I found no difficulty in in- 
troducing myfelf amohgft my fel- 
low-^ilaves, and^ purfuant to my 
inftrudions^ was particularly afli« 
duous about the pet^n of AbdouU 
raman. The crifis was now at 
band, I drew forth the inaufpi^ 
cious bottle^ unperceivcd by the 
reft of the attendants^ and poured the 
etntents of it into a cup of iherbet, 

which 
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which I was about to prefcnt to* 
the miracle of underftanding. The 
illuftriou3 Moor made a fignal for 
beverage :^ I handed to him the 
fatal draught : he drained the vef* 
fel to the bottonu 



Ere long the el^ds of this po-* 
tion became vifible. To the afto- 
niihment of the king and all the 
nobles^ Abdoulraman called &« 
riouily for a drink of mutton^ and> 
foon after^ for a flice of fherbet. 
It were needlefs to recount the 
fooliih fayings that he uttered^ 

The 
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The Moorifli monarchy partial to 
the unhappy lord, was diftreflcd 
and confounded at this change in 
his condition. As for the reft, 
who had envied him the favour of 
his prince, and his approaching 
alliance with the royal houfe of 
Granada, they rejoiced in iecret at 
the difafter, though* in the prefence 
of the fovereigp they afiedled to 
lament it. But Muley Abdallah, 
inclinable to confider it as the con- 
iequence of fome fudden indifpo- 
fition of body, * declared that he 
would fufpend his opinion, umtil 

fleep 
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deep and repofc had afforded their 
healing aid: To-morrow, cried 
he, let Abdoulraman come to 
council ; there ihall we beft diter^ 
mine whether he be a wife man or 
a fooL This faid, the king re-* 
tired. 



I fpent the night in fbme folicl- 
tude for the iffue of this afiair. 
What, iaid I, if the efieds of this 
wonder - working liquor fhould 
ecafe on the morrow, and Abdoul^ 
caman talk as fenfibly as ev^? 
The princefs will die of dcfpair, 

and 
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and I ihall lofe all hope of being 
reftored to my liberty^ Day at 
length appeared. The Alhambra^ 
was crowded with people, fome of 
whom curiofity, fome of whom an' 
attachment to the fortunes of Ab^ 
doulrancian had incited to come 
thither. But the herb was too 
powerful. fb foon.to lofe. its virtue : 
Abdoulraman went to council in 
his n^ht«-cap, and : propoied that ^ 
the Alhambni ihouId.be given up 
to the Spaniards. There was no>y 
no further doubt that his wifdom 
had departed from him. The 

friends 
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friends of Aben-Humeya were 
importunate with the king to be- 
flow on that young prince his be-- 
loved Arizapha, and Muley Ab- 
dallah^ defpairing of his favourite, 
confented that their nuptials fhould 
he folenmized immediately. 



As for me^ I underwent zs much 
agitation as the princefs herfelf^ un- 
til the union was finally compleated* 
We dreaded left the good fenfe of 
Abdpulraman fhould come to life 
again^ and mar at once our policy 
and our hopes • This, however, 

4id 
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<Kd not happen, and Aben-Hu- 
meya became the hufband of Ari- 
zapha. In a few days afterwards, 
the latter prefented me with ten 
purfes, each x:ontaining five hun- 
dred (equins, and the former gave 
me a diamond which was worth as 
much more. I was then reftored 
to liberty at the defire of Arizapha, 
.who confcfled, as I was quitting 
the palace, that Ihe owed her own 
good fortune to my diligence and 
fideli^. I laid out my money in 
a purchafe of more diamonds from 
a Jew merchant at Granada, thus 
f rendering 
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rendering my wealth more port** 
able: for I fewed the diamonds in 
my girdle. [Here, my lord of 
Marche^ the robbers looked plea£* 
cd.] Soon after my departure 
from the kingdcun of Granada^ I 
met a Moor who was come latdy 
from the royal city ^ and who in« 
formed me that Abdoulraman h^ ^ 
recovered all his wifdom, and waa 
wedded to a beaateous lady who 
had no objedtion to that quality*. 
This intelligence was balm to my^ 
mind. It would have grieved me 
to have been inftrumental to the 
4 dcgra- 
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degradation of any man, especially 
of one fo great and fo magnani-^ 
mous as Abdoulraman, 



My primary objed now was to 
perform the devotions which I 
owed at the ihrine of Saint Jago 
de Compoftella. This done, I 
took the road to Oporto, where I 
met with .a veflel that was bound 
for my native country, I embark- 
ed, and by a prolperous wind was 
wafted to the Thames. At Lon- 
don I found my brother, to whofe 
care I confided my diamonds, [here 
' Vol. II. K the 
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the robbers looked grave,] and, 
having tarried for ibme days in 
that city, left him behind to tranf- 
a<5t an ajSair of merchandize, and 
dire^ed my fteps towards the an- 
ciesit town of Chefter. I had 
come thus &: upon my journey, 
when, pafiing through this foreft 
I heard the voice of melody. 
What followed is, I believe, but 
too well know* here, to require 
any lurther narration* Here the 
pilgrim held his peace. 



Bjr 
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By this time the banq-uets and 
the paftimes were prepared, which 
were to celebrate the birth-daj of 
Raymond. Previous to the repaft, 

V 

"we took a turn in the grand halL 
^he Black Prince and I were to- 
gether, when friar Matthew ac* 
cofted us, befeeching that we would 
ilep afide, and favour him with our 
opinion of a little ode which he had 
written in the praife of Grammar. 
We aflented to his requeft, and 
iie pi^oduced the following verfe§ : 

Happy ^he man who well can hammer 
Into his head thy rules, O Grammar: 

K 2 -Art 



••wi<g-. 
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^rt thoa not (he whofe voice difpenfoi 
The bleffings of the moods and tenfes^ 
And with a fovereign grace can render 
Mankind expert at cafe and gender f 
But fometimes thou art called Phylolo^^ * 
And haft a fitter, Etymohgy. 
Conte, virgins twain, that //,fo blight^ 
Lend to thefe lines your golden lights 
And let each paragraph be deckt 
With fpelling pure, and phrafc cgvk&. 

Here the Black Prince, intcr^ 
i-upting him, obferved that there 
was a falfe concord in thelaft line 
but three: for that the virgins 
twain were intitled to a verb plu- 
ral, though the poet had put them 
off with a (imple is. ^ Whereupon 

friar Matthew looked unea^: a 

tranfient 
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tiranfient blufli fkimmed the fur- 
face of his countenance: he re- 
plied, in faultering accents, ** that 
he was thankful— very thankful—? 
for the— criticifm." Neverthelef^ 
we could perceive, by the working^ 
of his lips, and the grinding of his 
teeth, that lie wiflied the Prince 
of Wales in purgatory. The ban- 
quet, which was now announced^ 
relieved my brother and me from 
tJxe fequel of the poem, and friar 
Matthew from further chagrin* 



1^3 I will: 
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I will not enter inta a detail of 
the rgoicings which followed the 
r^paft. It is fufEcient to inform 
you, that even the centinels who 
guarded the boundaries of our abode 
were partakers in this mighty ca* 
roufal. And now night had ob^ 
fcured the heavens, and Geo'firey 
Chaucer, mindful of the important 
part which he had undertaken to aft, 
left the pavilion unperciived. In 
what nianher he proceeded I will 
relate to you in his own words, as 
he himfelf defcribed it when we 
had accomplifhed our deliverance. 

Idif. 
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I difguifed myfelf, faid he, in 
the habit ef a minftrel, and, with 
my harp in my hand,- explored 
that part of the forell where the, 
centinels were ported, I found 
them fitting beneath the trees, ac- 
companied by thofe damfels who 
were daily employed in beguiling 
the unwary paflengers. At the 
appearance of a minftrel they fent 
forth a fhout of joy : they obliged 
me to fit down amongft them, and 
to give a fample of my art. I 
played to their fatisfad:ion ; th§y 
cat, and drank, and made merry, 

K 4 My 
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My chief end being to obtain fome 
of that foporiferous liquor, I be- 
thought me of enticing one of the 
damfels to difcover it to me. Aa 
for Mirandora the delightful^ flie 
was dead drunk ; but Ethelinda of 
the pkafant eyesy who was only 
tipfey, threw her arms about my 
neck, and in a whifper fwore that 
I Hiould have as much of it as I 
could fwallow. We ilole away 
from our companions ; fhe led me 
through many intricate and thorny 
paths, which terminated at a little 
mount environed thick with trees^ 

Hete^ 
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Here, having lifted up a trap-door, 
fhe defcended a flight of fteps^ and 
bade me follow her. I did Co^ 
We entered a fpacious vault, where 
feveral jars were ranged in no un- 
Ifeemly order. This, j&id Ethe« 
linda, is the liquor which you de-r 
fire; here is a pitcher, fill it and 
drink* I drew off fbmc of the li- 
quor, and pretended to quafi^; then> 
filled the pitcher ta the brim^ 
This done, we afcended, and re^ 
joined our companions, who were 
indulging in jollity unreftrained*- 



K ^ • I watched' 
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t watched my opportunity to 
mingle with their beverage a por- 
tion of the deep-creating draught. 
Its operation was fure and efiedlual. 
For> in a little time, the caitiffs 
were ftretched powerlefs on the 
grafs. I then ieized their arms, 
which confifted of lances, fauU 
chions, battle-axes, and parti&ns ; 
thefe^ with their targets, I carried 
to the neighbouring thicket, which 
my lord, tht Prince of Wales, had 
appointed ibr the place of rendez<« 

VOUSt 



Sucb> 
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iC}»6uch, illuftrious Mortimer, was 
the atchievement of Geoffrey Chau- 
cer. To-morrow you fhall hear 
what confequences it produced. 



|C« FISIT 
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VISIT XXL 



ON the enfuittg dky 
the duke of Lancafter thus pro- 
ceeded : Beings to our great de« 
lights once more poflefTed oi arms^ 
we fallied forth from our place of 
concealment. Our numbers were 
not weak. For, befides our own 
party, many knights, who had 
. ^ I already 
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already been Qiade privy to the de^- 
jBgn, now joined us with alacrity •. 
Headed by the Black Prince, we 
inarched to the pavilion, where the 
patriarch and his followers were 
ftill occupied with their caroufals. 
To prevent any ftruggle that might 
prove fatal to the unarmed^ we 
had previoufly conveyed froni the 
pavilion fuch weapons as the cai- 
tiffs were accuftomed to bring thi- 
ther. We then with a mighty 
ihout,^ that was re-echoed through 
the foreft,, cried out ^^ Liberty V\ 
The duke of Gloucefter and Owen 

Glendower> 
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'"Glendowcr^ by dir-edian of th^ 
Black Prince^ «iter the grand hall^ 
^nd ieize the peribn of the patdU 
arch. The robbers try, ** To 



"zttns/^ 



And now a grievous conflidl hnd 
enfued, were it not for our precau- 
tion of fecufing the weapons of 
thefe nllfcreants. Raymond, mute 
"With aftonifement and-difmay, for- 
'•renders without refiftance to the 
duke and Owen Glendowen His 
followers, having feafched in va&i 
for their weapons^ are ftruck with 

€on-» 
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confternation, and apply for mercy. 
Whereupon the Prince of Wales, 
having firft commanded filence, 
thus addreiled the knights and 
others now reflored to freedom: 
At length, noble ftrangers, by a 
fortunate ad: of policy, wc have 
fhaken oiF the yoke. Ye are no)?!r 
free to go whitherfoever your oc- 
cafions call ye. As for you, cai- 
tiiFs, did ye imagine that knightly 
and heroick fouls would long brook 
the audacity of your felonious do- 
mmatipn ? Luxurious outlaws ! 
your merry kingdom ii no more* 

Jufticc 
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• Juftice already lifts the fword ol^' 
retribution, threatening your for*^ 
icit heads. Neverthelefs, as your 
iniquities are not marked with 
blood ;. as craft, not murder, hath 
been the inftrument of your ty- 
ranny, I myfelf will interpofe for 
the falvation of your lives, and 
foothe the offended majefly of my 
king and father. This for the 
vulgar herd.K But what fhall be 
feid for you, Raymond,, the late 
dictator of this virtuous commu- 
nity ? You have not ignorance 
and low degree to plead* Born of 
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mi auguft houie^ Aurfed in the h^ 
of fcience, a feverer doom fhould^ 
in ftridtnefs of equity, await you,* 
Yet here again will I become an 
advocate; your courteiy to your 
captives, and your eflablifliing,^ like 
mother Romulus^ good order in a 
den of thieves,, fhall be contrafted^. 
as rays of light, to the dark £hades^ 
of youF depravity^ and flaelter your 
grey head from the hand of thcr 
executioner- 



He ceafed,. and the repentant 
patriarchy melting into tears, re« 

tumedl 
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turned dianks to the Prince of 
Wales for this inftance of his cle- 
mency* 



And now the glowing Orient 
fbnfimoned us to the fields and the 
tufticks who dwelt near the out- 
Ikirts of the Ibreft, informed of 
<he change of things^ flocked in 
crowds to the pavilion. The aged 
Jkaymond and his affociates were 
ient, under a guard of peafants 
armed with their implements of 
husbandry, to the neafeft prifon, in 
Order to undergo the anirpadverfion 

of 
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of the law. The foreft loon after 
was deflroyed, by command of my 
royal father ; it having ferved as a 
receptacle for robbers and outlaws^ 
Lately, my lord of Marche, in 
travelling that way, I beheld the 
campos ubt Troja futt^ and fighed 
to think how few of all thole of 
either fex, who were there aflem- 
bled, various of condition, cha* 
ra(5ter, and occupation, are now 
exifting, or, if yet upon the face of 
the earth, how altered they needs 
rhtuft be from what they were at 
that diflant period; their peculi- 
arities 
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arities and follies paft away, as a' 
drauB, and their very vanity worn^ 
out in the progreffion of time*- 



But to return to our company; 
The men were fincerely rejoiced to 
regain their liberty : the ladies, 
though they affedted to be joyful, 
yet could not conceal from an ob- 
fcrving eye>^ that in their hearts 

m 

they regretted the revelry which^ 
had flourifhed at the pavilion, and- 
lamented the dethronement of their 
fiicnd the patriarch. At length a 
grand feparationfucceeded. Some 

re£blv^^ 



JOHN OF GAUNT, aij 

^cfolvcd on following us to the 
^tournament of Carnarvon, amongft 
whom were Sir Humphrey de Wa- 
verley, and Sir Hubert. Friar 
Matthew took leave of us in the 
pureft language ; Sir Marmaduke 
and the fquire escorted the lady 
Hermundura to the frontiers of her 
jeflate^ and the ladies Philippa and 
Florinda, and the bold little girl, 
departed with their relpeftive ufhers 
to the caftles of their weeping fa- 
milies. The pilgrim, whofe ob-i 
jedt was Chefter, accompanied us 

for a confiderable part of our way, 

and 
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and at length parted from us, with 
^^rateful acknowledgments for his 
deliverance* 



9 

We now took the neareft road 
to Shrewfbury, hoping to arrJvc 
thither early the enfuing day. No 
adventure occurred worth relating y 
till, at night-fall, we entered a 
wood, and, as there was no caflle 
or convent near at hand, afcencfcd 
avail oak, amidft the boughs of 
which it was our purpoie to repofe* 
Our fquires and coarfers remained 
at a little diflance* The iky wag 

ferene. 
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I 

ferene, the moon rcfplendent. Ere 
long we heard the trampling of 
horfes. The d^ike of York peeped 
out, and gave notice that twp 
damfels, mounted upon palfreys, 
were coming towards the foot of 
the tree. Whereupon we agreed 
Ao obierve a profound filence. 

The damfels flighted, ard put 
their palfreys to graze : they then 
&te down by the trunk of the tree, 
and thus continued a conyerfation 
which their difmounting had in- 
terrupted: You cannot imagine^ 

a my 
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my dear lady Matilda, iaid one of 
them, how much I am rejoiced to 
meet you ; fincc the ieverities of a 
ftep-mother have compelled me to 
•flee from the manfion of Sir Phili^ 
dore, there is none whofe ibciety 
<ran prove more welcome to me 
than yours. But you have not yet 
informed me what motive induces 
you to journey to Carnarvon. I 
t>eieech you to ^tisfy my curiofity. 
I will, charming Emmeline, re^ 
plied the lady Matilda ; a« we muft 
wait here for my uftier, I (hall 
have time fufiicient ta acquaint 

you 
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you with my misfortunes. We 
are in a folitary place, where none 
can overhear us, fo that I will un* 
bofom myfelf to you without re-? 
fcrve. 



The caftle of the baron my fa- 
ther bein^ much refbrted to by 
knights and nobles, fome to im- 
prove in chivalry, fome for the 
lake of pleafure, and your Ma- 
tilda pofleffing fome little fhare of 

m 

beauty,^ you will readily believe 

that (he was not without lovers. 

I liked their affiduities, though f 

Vol. II. L treated 
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treated themfelves with rigour and 
difdain. I ftudied^ in a manner, 
to be iaucy and fapercilious. It 
was my pride to walk down the 
great hall, or through the gardens, 
moving my head fcornfully, my 
ufher leading tlie way, and my 
long filken train fweeping the gra- 
vel with a fhrill noife. Then, in 
general, when any knight ap- 
proached me, with intent to utter 
fomething that was humble and 
heart-rending; it was as if he had 
beeaaddreiiing himfelf to an image 
of marble^ 

Such, 
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Such, my dear creature, was 
tny haughtinefs, fuch my cruejty. 
My birth, my dowry, and my 
beauty would, I thought, atone 
for all. As you are a female, like 
jnyfelf, I open my heart to you 
without fcruple, Amongft the 
many knights and barons who fuf- 
fered by my frozen condudt, was 
Sir Redmond Fitzhugh,. whofe 
wealth and anceftry were equal to 
mine, and whofe defperate paffion 
was approved of by my father. I 
behaved to this knight with un* 
heard of barbarity : it is true that 

L 2 he 
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he was very worthy, but, however, 
I did not think him handfome. 
The mortifications which I cauied 
him to endure, in the end impaired 
his conftitution : his friends and 
kindred complained to my father, 

i 

who thereupon locked me in my 
chamber for a fortnight j and as a 
further punifhment, I was a year 
without being taken to a tourna- 
ment, or a ball. This was horri- 
ble. About this time alfo, I took 
notice of a knight, one Sir Bryan 
Fitz-Thomas, whofe face and de- 
meanour were a good deal in his 

I favour : 
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j^vbur : he came now and then to 
the caftle, to exercife in chivalry. 
They faid he was a man of great 
merit. I thought I could be in 
love with him ; but he wore (habby 
armour, (Good lord ! how I hate 
ihabby armour !) and that alarmed 
my pride; though I learnt from 
my damfels that he could not af- 
ford better. So I deemed it ad- 
viieable to difdain him. 



But at length the day arrived, 
in which my heart, my proud 
heart, was to feel a mortal wound, 

. L 3 and 
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and my arrogance to be abafed 
moft hideoufly. I verfly believe it 
was witchcraft* It chanced, then^ 
that a knight of ample revenues 
and an illuftrious -houie, and of 
fame and atchievements above the 
reft of the knightly order, began 
to frequent the caitle* He was 
entitled Sir Vortimer, He was of 
a fine iize» and underftanding ^ 
had the whiteft teeth and the pureft 
morals, a fair complexion and 
charaftcr: in fine, he had very 
good legs. Befides, my dear Em- 
xtteline, he wore fuch grand ar« 

mour^ 
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mour, and had fo many vaflals and 
retainers in his train^ that I could 
dream of nothing elfe but Sir Vor- 
timer i I found that I was infktu- 
afed beyond all recovery. 



m^ 



Nor was it long till he perceived 
that he flood high in my opinion : 
he profefled himfelf my flave and 
adorer, and this, you may judge, 
rejoiced me. Neverthelefs, I had 
contracted fuch a habit of being 
infolent, that I could not for my 
foul behave well even to Sir Yorti- 
mer. But alas ! he was far diiFe-« 

L 4 rent 
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rent from the reft of my admirers. 
He faw into my temper of mind, 
and, aware of the influence which 
he had acquired over my heart, 
was determined to torment me, and 
revenge his whole fex of the inhu- 
manity I had fbcwn to them. Ac- 
cordingly, my dear Emmeline, in- 
ftead of appearing fubmiffive and 
pielancholy, (the behaviour I had 
been invariably ufed to in my 
lovers) Sir Vortimer, to my uttef 
difinay, adopted the moft perfedl 
unconcern, and the more rigour 
I affedted, the more cheerful he 

became. 
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became. This, you know, was 
infufierable. I was driven to my 
wits end. I ftrutted in the great 
hall, reddened, tofled my head, 
ran -my finger round my rufiv 
coughed, yawned, looked mild^ 
lively, inviting, folemn, filly, 
overbearing, humble. I was even 
civil to a knight or two, in order 
to make him jealous. But it was 
all inefFedtual : (oh ! I could have 
fcratched him for fpite) Sir Vorti- 
mer beheld me with the tranquillity 
ofaBramin. Upon this, I took 
to my chamber; grew peevift; 

L 5 could 



226 ADVENTURE SOF 

could not eat my fuppcr, nor, in-- 
deed, my breakfaft : my nurfe and 
my damfels believed me in a dying 

way. 



Another cruel ftroke did I ex- 
perience from Sir Vortimer, in the 
method which he employed to 
mortify my vanity, at public exhi-. 
bitions. For he knew that I de- 
lighted in fuperb attire, and that I 
would fain have my lover the moft 
gorgeous of human-kind. He had 
a friendihip for Sir Bryan Fitz- 
Thoaias, the knight whofe armour 

was 
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was Co mean^ and heartily rcfented 
my proud ufage of that perfon. 
You mull know, then, my dear 
lady Emmeline, that, when a 
tournament was prockimed at 
any neighbouring caftle^ thither it 
was our cuftom to repair. There, 
whik your Matilda, in her grandeft 
array, would fit panting with proud 
expectation, of feeing Sir Vortimcr 
piance over the lifts, in his ufual 
pomp and magni^cence,. (for he 
bad three fine habergeons all iiou- 
rifhed with filver, and a golden 
helmet be<|ueathed to him by his 

L. 6 grand- 
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grand-father) the perfidious, bar- 
barous creature would ibmetimes 
appear in an old iron cafque, that 
was fo rufty, (oh ! hpw rufty !) 
or with a target that was fplit in 
the middle^ or with only one ipur, 
and a fleed that was rery laoGie. 



The lafl tiine that he appeared 
in this condition, I was fo horridly 
vext, that I burft into tears, and 
defired to go home. My friends 
gave out that it was a pain in my 
bowels^ though they very well 

knew the true caufe of my diforder. 

In 
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In fine, I repented of the love I 
had borne Sir Vortimer. Never- 
thelefs his image haunted me day 
and night. I could not fleep: I 
felt that I laboured under a fort of 
fafcination. I told my nurfe that 
I was miferable. She, who was 
aunt to my ufher, advifed me to 
let out for the caftle of Carnarvon, 
whither it was reported that Sir 
Vortimer was gone, with intent to 
be prefent at the tournament ; add- 
ing, that Zacharias (fo my ufher 
was named) would not fcruple to 
accompany me^ if ihe once pro- 

pofed 
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po(ed it. I liAened to her couniel :: 
Zacharias and I departed at mid* 
night from the caftk of my fatl^r, 
and £reded oar motions towards^ 
Shrewftmy, as^ our txzrcft road to 
Wales. 



This cvcmng^y as we purfued 
otrr journey, an unluclcjr accident 
had almoft prevented my further 
prbgrcfs. My triher haldi a way 
of looking up to the fky, when- 
ever he walks or rides. Now the 
mule that carried him, choofing 
tiie greenfward which borders oil 

the 
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the hedges, in preference to the 
middle of the road, fell fuddenly 
into a hole, that was vaftly deep 
indeed, and filled with foft cow- 
dung, and other odious things, 
laid up there, I iuppole, for ma- 
nure* The double weight of mule 
and uflier occafioned their defcend- 
ing, till poor Zacharias was up to 
his .chin, I was trotting on, 
thinking of Sir Vortimer,, when I 
heard a hideous outcry from be- 
hind me. I turned about in hafte, 
^nd beheld Zacharias incapable of 
extricating himielf or his mule, 
a who. 
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who, like him, h^d no more than 
her head that was 'vifible. I 
laughed, I wept, I cried out for 
aififtance; but the place was So 
folitary that none could be had. 
I then alighted, and, having taken 
off my girdle, threw one end of it 
to my ufher, who by this time 
had contrived to difengage his 
Jiands, and, holding faft by a tree, 
exerted what portion of ftrength I 
could command in pulling out the 
miferable creature. At length he 
gained the margin of the hole, 
where the flump of a iycamore 

lent 
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lent him its aid; infomuch, that 
Zacharias was once more on dry 
land. His beaft, now unburthen- 
ed^ afcendcd of herfelf. 



Here paufed the duke of Lan- ' 
cafter. The earl of Marche was 
forry; but refledUng that the vifit 
had been a long one^ w^s content 
to wait until the enfuing day^ for 
the remainder of the hiltory of the 
lady Matilda. 



VISIT 



aff ADVENTUHES 0|f. 



VISIT xxm 



AT the next meeting 
the duke thus proceeded : But oh ! 
kdy Emmeline^ continued Matilda>, 
what a. fight! what a fmelll I 
was obliged to remount^ and ride 
off to fome diftance ; thence^ in a 
loud voice^ I counfelled Zachariaa 
to fpeed to the next cottage he 

could 
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could meet with, and purify, if 
poffible, his rayment and himfeF^ 
For his beard, which before had 
been fable as a crow> and combed 
till it gliflened like fattin, was now 
in fuch a condition, that it would 
have grieved the very foul of a Sa-» 
j^cen to behold it« 



But what is woffe thsLtt all, and 
goes more nearly to my heart, is 
that my linen and other apparelj^ 
whidi he carried in a bag of red 
velvet, are rendered, I fear, quite 
improper for ufe. Ahl what 
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fliall I do? I (hall not have a 
petticoat fit to put on, nor a veil 
rior a nifF, but what ftinks like a 
dunghill. Hew ! chew ! ehcw ! 
[here the lady Matilda fhrugged 
her fhoulders very high, and fhi- 
vcred, as perfons do, when they 
fay that theur flefh creeps ; fhe alio 
made fundry wry faces] Moreover 
he loft his ftafF of ebony. I wifli 
he were come, for, my dear, it 
waxes late, and forefts are dan- 
gerous places* Full of Her- 
mits. Scarce had fhe made this 
remark, when a bough, on which 

Owen 
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Owen Glendowcr was feated, gave 
a fudden and loud crack, (for Owen 
was a heavy man) and bent a little 
downvTards. Blefled Mary ! what 
is this? exclaimed the lady Ma- 
tilda : nor did the damiels wait 
to confider whence the found 
could have proceeded, but ftarted 
up in terror, ran fwiftly to their 
palfreys, and having mounted with 
great trepidation, gallopped off, 
and, in a little time, were wholly 
out of fight. 



After 
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After laughing at what had 
paiTcdy the Princa of Wales^ who 
was on a bough above Owen Glen^ 
dower, leaned down to us who 
were in the lower branches, and 
propounded this queilionj Whe* 
ther it was knightly of us to liilen 
to the difcourie of thofe damfels ? 
I, faid the duke of Gloucefler, am 
of opinion that it was not : as true 
fops of chivalry, it became us to 
ii:op our ears, or go to fleep, on an 
occafion of that nature, and thus 
leave the fecrets of the female heart 

unviolated. For my part, laid the 

duke 
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clukc of York^ I know not what 
to call it. We were not eves- 
droppers, being up fo high; our 
hearing their converfation was,, ia 
truth, the efic(3: of neceffity^ 
Right, cried Owen Glendower, 
and how could we havQ gone to 
fleep, (for my lord of Glouceiier 
thinks we ought) when the tongue 
of the lady Matilda ran with incef^ 
ikut volubility? You may term 
it unknightly, if you will ; but as 
the damfels were unconfcious that 
we were in the tree, it is as if we 
heard them not; and ib I wiih 

them 
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them £ife to the end of their pere- 
grination. 



The lord Ferdinand Fitzwar^ 
rcnne, who, with the lady Bar- 
barina, was perched upon a bough 
above me, declared from on higb^ 
that only for the cogent neceflity 
of the cafe, our liftening would 
have been an utter violation of the 
laws of chivalry. The pilgrim, 
being no knight, remained neuter. 
My own opinion, laid I, exalting 
my voice that thofe above might 
hear me, is that the ordinances of 

chivalry 
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chivalry are filcnt upon thib fub- 
jcd. If we are culpable, for hav- 
ing liftened to diofe ladies, I was 
equally fo, in overhearing the hif- 
tories of the two ulhers, wlien the 
partition which feparatcd us was 
incompetent to the exclu^n of 
fbund. Therefore was I under thd 
fevere dominion of neceffity, and 
therefore innocent of unknightly 
bdiaviour. 



The Black Prince obferved, (that 
the weight of fuffrages feemed* 
clearly to incline towards an ac- 

Vol. IL M quittal. 
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quittah But notwitbftanding^ faid 
he, I will ftate what hath occurred 
to my mind upon this topick. 
With refpeft to theabfolute necef- 
fity of the cafe, I muftown that 
I have my doubts. Knights might 
have ^ftufFed) their fingers in their 
^rs. [Here Owen Glendower 
exclaimed, that no man could fit 
as long with his fingers in his ears^ 
as the lady Matilda had been talk- 
ing : beficies it was a painful pof- 
tur€i^ and he would not endure it 
for any damfel, he vowed to God. 
Owen was called to order, and the 

Black 
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Black Prince^^roceedcd.] It bath 
been alledged that there is no or- 
dinance againft'liftening. It may 
be fo. Neverthelds^, as knights^ 
we are bound by the general and 
extenfi ve rules of courtefy. Cour- 
tefy is our code^ and a material 
branch of the inftitutes of chivalry* 
Would it not have been in us ^ 
moft refined adt of courtcly, ' to 
have (hut our ears againfl the dia« 
logue of thofe ladies ? hay^ would 
k not have proved a moft judicious 
meafure ^Ifo ? For thei-eby we 
ihould~ h^ve remained igttpjran t of 

M 2 certain 
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certain female weakn^^, of which^ 
as knight9 and lovers, it behoves 
US to know but littk. I merely 
tibrow out this as an idea which 
{buck me as not wholly irrelevant 
to the queftion now before us^ 
For I mean not to vote againft the 
^ reipedlable opinions of thofe who 
kx>k upon the faft as neither ill-- 
natured nor unknightly. 



He cea&dy and the queftion hav- 
ing been put, was carried by a 
great n^jority againft the ientin^nts 
of the duk? <^ Gloucefter. In this 

manner. 
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manner, my lord of Marchcj^ we 
not unfreq^ntly employed <mr- 
ielves, improving our undefftandi 
ings by falutary debate^ and lay* 
ing in a Aock of polite and ^efiu-* 
ine eloqbfeoce. 



The dawn now glimmered in 
the eaflern heavens^ inviting us to 
defcend and depart, Wc fet for* 
ward without delay, and entered 
Shrewfbury at the time of high 
mafs, the day being Eafter Sunday* 
As we pafled by the Abbey, the 
^und of the organs enticed us to 

M 3 go 
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go in« A monk^ whom, we met 
at the portal of the church, con- 
dudted us into the choir, inform- 
ing us by the way, that a lyrick 
compoiition, of which die lord 
abbot was author, would^beper- 
formed by a full band, immedi-. 
ately before the fefmon. As my 
memory is not weak, I think I 
can recite It to you* 



hyMn 
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H Y M N 

TO THE 

DEI T Y^ 

L 

FIRST of all life, thy glories let me ^ihg 
On wonder's eager wing : 
O let a mortal fire 
To heav'h's high vault afpire^ 
And rapture wake the ftring, , 
As when feraphic Moies fung. 
Or drains prophetic flow'dfrom David's tongue. 
While Judah on the mufick liung* 

n. 

AiTid me, fun fublime ; 

Our Maker's mightinefs difplay ; 
O fpread it in thy race thro* time, 
*Till thine ag'd orb decay. 
Tell it, ye ftars, from pole to pole. 
Ye planets, ring it as ye roll, 

M 4 Let 



- — r \ ^ ^ 



»48 ADVENTURES OP 

Let the loud ftorm proclaim his praUe, ' 

s 

And thunder, as in ancient days. 
When the dark firmament was bow'd. 
And Sinai (hook beneatkthe cloud. 
When on the wings of winds th' Almighty rodc^ 
And Ifrael fainted at the voice of God. . 
Now let, my lyre, a loftier theme arifc, 
*Tis he, 'tis he, whofe fole-begotten flies 
To fpum embattled hofts, smd (bake the reb^ 

flcies. 

•» 

Th' unaw'd archangel threats the Siie» 
Up tpihe Highefl dares afpire; 
^Sehoid the Son fulfil 
Th Omnipotent's dread will. 
While Heav'n'^ afifrigbted realms are melted tt 
his ire, 

m. 

Swell, fwell the note of praife, fince fair Creir* 
tion then 
For impious angeb fafhion'd godlike men ; 
Creation's life-beftowing found 
Flew' o'er th^ dfre profound; 
The Cherubs fung " Rejoice,** 
Confufioa felt the voice, 

on 
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, Old Chaos flatted from his throne again : 
" Let Nature be/' th' Almighty faid^ 
An infant univerfe obeyed : 
His eye alUfceii^ 
Shpt through being, 
And wand'ring atoms into worlds were made* 

IV. 

Bvtfoons ah I fooo ^twaa loft to lOfUi ; 
Sin e?'D in Eden's grove began^ 
And blood of faints at length down idol sdttffi 

ran* 
. Jehovah bade hia tempefts bIow» 
•And furious ocean's £oods to flow. 
And whelm the beauteous wo& his hands de- 
- fign'd. 
While angels vkwM with tears the wreck of 
huma^i^kind. 
Sing now reanimated earthy 
' And Nature's feoond Urth ; 
How oft his wrath by penitence was ftay*d> 
When holy priefts and prophets pray'd. 
How Ifrael fcocn'd relenting grace, 
Judea mourn'd her captive race. 

Sitting 



'^ 
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Sitting beneath her palms witb ft reaming eye; 
la Babyloa her fons have wept in vain ; 

The filenc harp wa» hung on high» 
Pale forrow mui*d upon her ehain« 
While ftern Euphrttes roar'd unptiying bjr*. 

V. 

At length Mefliah comes to brave 
The.nught of fin> and di&ppotnt the putt ; 
Death drops his dart before the pOw'r ht dxeads> 
A&d eftfth in tranfpovt huls him as he treads;.- 
fie comes, with triumph fweep the lyre^ 
Re-ec)io> Heav'n's immortal choir. 
Peace, clap thy happy wings on high> 
He leads in chains Captivity* 
^ow let more folemn notes be fung; 
. . Each iadly^fympathetic ftring, 
Affift Afflidtion's trembling tongue 
A martyr'd Deity to fing» 
On a vile ciofrthe world's Redeemer die6> 
Convulfive nature owns the facrifice ; 
In mute amaze 
The heathen pze; 

Thy 
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Thy fon, O God, for human guilt atone I 

Lo ! he remounts to thy right hand, his throne. 

And Earth, believing, cries Meffias is thy own. 

No fooner was the fermon con- 
cluded, than the lord abbot fcnt a 
lay- brother to invite us to dinner. 
We cheerfully accepted his kind- 

{- * • f t fc - ' 

nefs, (being all very hungry) and 
repaired forthwith to his apart- 
mcnts* A fumptuous- repaft was 
ferved up : we had not eaten viands 
fo excellent fince our departure 
from the pavilion of Raymond* 
The meats being removed, and 
the goblet in circulation, the dif- 
courie natura% turned on the lyric 

com- 
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compofition which that day had 
beea performed « It wa$ a pro- 
dudioB^ faid the lord abbots of 
my youthful years i I have oftien 
devotod my leifure hours to poetry. 
But of all the poems I have ever 
perfedtedj that which you heard 
to-day was^ by rea&n of its being 
on a facred fubjed:^ the leail re«» 
liihed by perfons of condition. 
Sofnc bated pfalms j others did not 
believe in Cbrijiianity. Amongft 
jthofe of the middle clafs. it was 
received with more regard: they 

could endure a poem, that was ia 

praiie 
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praife of God Almighty, Accord- 
ingly I entruftcd it to the execu- 
tion of my finging-men. Never- 
thelefs, continued the abbot, I 
meant it not for a pfalm : but, 
having feen a piece of poetry in 
our Englifh heroick meafure, 
compofed of certain paflages 
from the prophet Ifaiah, I was 
defirous of trying whether a fe- 
ledion of the like tind from the 
Pfalms, and other parts of Scrip- 
ture, could be accompliihed in our 
lyrick infietre; choofing for the 
purpofe a form of ftanza, (with 

but 
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but a little alteration) that was 
ufed by a celebrated minftrel of the 
kft age. Whether I have fuc- 
ceededy you, noble knights, and 
the reft of the congregation muft 
determine. 



The Black Prince^ who, not- 
withftanding his exalted fituation, 
could lend a patient ear to a pane- 
gyrick on the Lord God, gave thq 
abbot to underftand that he efteem- 
ed the compoiition to have merit. 
The duke of Gloucefter hefitatcd, 

and. 
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and, looking fclf-fufEcient, re- 
marked that it was taken from the 
Bible. But my lord of York, 
who, befides being too indolent to 
form a judgment of his own, made 
a point of agreeing in all things 
with, his brother the Prince of 
Wales, declared that he deemed 
the poem to be a credit to the 
lord abbot* Owen Glendower 
faid that he liked it well enough. 
The lord Ferdinand Fitz warren nc 
thought that there were feveral 
good rhymes in it> and the lady 

3arbarina 
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Barbarina fmiling cried, that it 
was very pretty indeed, very pretty. 
As for Chaucer, the jMlgrim, and 
m3rfelf, we coincided in opinion 
with the Black Princ^e. , 



Here John of Gaunt arofe to 
take leave of his noble kinfman, 
Mortimer earl of Marchcj who 
delared himfelf thankful for what 
hitherto had been narrated, pror 
tdled that his healtli had receiyed 
benefit therefrom, (his bones bet- 
ing at eale» and his wound in a 

fair 
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fair way) and concluded with 
hoping that, in a few vifits more, 
he would be able to quit his bed^ 
and walk a little in the garden. 
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